Handout for Sweet Potato Workshop                               February 17, 2008


Lori Schreier and James Warren, Fertile Fields Farm    schreierlori@aol.com

Based on recent interactions with NH Dept of Agriculture, our organic certifier, my understanding of the organic standards regarding using conventional sweet potato slips are as follows:

Conventionally produced sweet potato slips are allowed for use only when 1) comparable varieties of organically produced sweet potatoes are not commercially available; and 2) the conventional sweet potato slips have NOT been treated POST HARVEST with any prohibited substances.  This means that you must be sure that the supplier does not treat the slips after harvest, but it is allowed if they treat them while they are in the ground.  Many of them do use fungicides on the slips in the ground.   Also, if the organic suppliers do not have the quantity you need then you can use the conventional slips, as long as you document this..

Suppliers of Slips- Order as early as possible in late winter or early spring

Organic

Note: organic suppliers have only small quantities of each variety, usually under 50 plants.

Mapple Farm, Weldon, NB, CANADA email Greg Wingate  wingate@nbnet.nb.ca
Sand Hill Preservation Center, Calamus, IA.  email sandhill @fbcom.net

Website: www.sandhippreservation.com   563-246-2299

Conventional

Scott Farms, Lucama, NC email scottfarms@cocentral.com,   website: www.scottfarms.com ,  919 284-4030

Steele Plant Company, Gleason, TN email orders@sweetpotatoplant.com,  website: www.sweetpotatoplant.com,   731-648-5476

George’s Plant Farm, Martin, TN , email george@tatorman.com, website: www.tatorman..com    731-587-9477

New Hope Seed Company, Bon Aqua, TN,  email, info@newhopeseed.com,   www.newhopeseed.com,   

Articles on Growing your own sweet potato slips

In Growing for Market: “Growing Great Vegetables: Sweetpotatoes can be grown almost anywhere in U.S”.  by Alison and Paul Wiediger,, March 2005, p.14

In Growing for Market, “Grow your own sweet potato slips” ,by Pam Dawling, February 2007. p. 12

For good information on growing sweet potatoes and sweet potato field trials contact:

Becky Grube, NH Agricultural Extension Agent becky.grube@unh.edu or 603-862-3203 

