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1. Project Name
Use of Corn Gluten Meal to Reduce Weeds in Beet Fields
FNE02-402
David Baiyiski
12120 Triadelphia Rd.
Ellicott City, MD 21042
410-531-5065
Dabarylski@aol.com

2. Goals
Determine if corn gluten meal (CGM) can be used effectively as an organic
herblcide in growing beets.

3. Farm Profile
Avery small vegetable operation (less than two acres), primarily devoted to
raising perennial flowers and woody ornamentals. had had some success
in previous years growing specialty beets for an upscale restaurant.

4. Participants
I consulted with Nick Christians, Iowa State University, and Caragh
Fitzgerald, Howard 'county, Maryland Co-operatIve Extension Agent, prior
to conducting the experiment. Fertrell of Lancaster, Pennsylvania was kind
enough to supply the corn gluten meal for the experiment.

5. Project Description
I set up elaborate procedures to monitor and analyze whether the use of
corn gluten meal would reduce the occurrence of weeds in my beet beds. I
intended to study the amount of time spent weeding, the type of weeds,
their frequency, and the effect of using corn gluteri on crop yields.
Unfortunately, I captured only a small percentage Of the data I had
Intended.

Essentially, in 2002,1 planted eight sections of Ch egg! beets 20 feet long,
each with 4 rows. Corn gluten meal was applied, both as a nitrogen source
and as an intended herbicide, to 5 sections, at various times (at planting
and when seedlings were up). No corn gluten meal was applied to the
remaining three sections. ,Blood meal was applied to these three sections
as a nitrogen source. Supplemental boron was applied at the same rate to
all eight sections. No herbicide was used in these three sections.
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