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Views from the 2009 Annual Meeting!! 
(clockwise from Upper Left:  Maine’s 2009 Beekeeper of the 
year, Jennifer Nedeau; Featured Speaker Ross Conrad, au-
thor of Natural Beekeeping;   Junior Beekeeper of the year, 
Harris Plaisted; Featured Speaker Greg Hunt, bee geneticist 
at Purdue University; A view of our meeting—what a great 
bunch of beekeepers!  See more photos at: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/22381319@N05/with/3653491591/ 
 

This Year’s meeting was hosted by the Penquis Valley Bee-
keepers.  Tish Dutson coordinated the effort—thank you Tish 
and all of the helpers!  The meeting was a great hit, atten-
dance was again at an all time high, and  the presenters were 
engaging and informative.  Next Year’s meeting is tentatively 
scheduled for April 3, 2010.  Save the Date (and watch future 
Beelines for confirmation and details.) 
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SARE Colony Update – 6/19/09 
By Erin MacGregor-Forbes 

 
The SARE grant colony project is in full swing!  In my last article in April I discussed the grant proposal and 
project plan.  At that point we had ordered our equipment and we were getting everything painted and 
ready, now we have our Bees! 
 
First I want to thank all of the members of the Cumberland County Beekeepers Association who helped me 
paint the equipment – a coat of primer and two coats of paint needed to be put on 96 boxes, 24 hive 
stands, 24 bottom boards, 24 telescoping covers – it doesn’t sound like all that much until you see it all 
piled up in the garage waiting to be painted!  We painted on a perfect weather day and the help I received 
allowed me to get done in one day what would have certainly taken all my spare time for over a week to 
get done!  Thanks to everyone who helped!!! 
 
The packages arrived in Early April and the nucs came several weeks later on the first weekend of May. 
Each apiary location has twelve colonies, eight packages and four nucs each.  Installing 8 packages all 
right one after another is quite stimulating!  By the end of the install it felt like I was standing in the middle 
of a swarm. Bees were flying and orienting everywhere!  Fortunately the weather was perfect and the in-
stalls all went very smoothly.  The nuc install was much quieter – the bees arrived in cardboard nuc boxes 
and we set them on their hive stands and allowed them to fly for an evening.  The following morning we set 
the nucs to the side, set the deep bodies on the hive stands  and transferred the bees.  It all went very 
smoothly.  We have been feeding all colonies with pail feeders over the inner cover protected by a hive 
body until they have substantially built out their “nests” meaning the first two deep brood boxes.  Additional 
boxes are added when the bees were working 7+ frames in the box below. 
 
On June 16th I drew numbers of the package start colonies out of a bag and removed the queens from the 
colonies for requeening.  We left the colonies queenless for approximately 19 hours, the following day I 
installed the four new Northern Raised queens from French Hill Apiaries in Vermont.  The requeening proc-
ess went very smoothly - hopefully the bees will accept their new queens. 
 
My greatest fear about the project 
was that our colonies would all 
perform so similarly that no re-
sults would be found at all.  Not to 
worry!  We immediately started to 
see differences in the colonies 
performance and behaviors.  
From the package install when 
some colonies were fanning like 
crazy and soliciting disoriented 
bees, to colonies attempting su-
persedure and threatening 
swarming.    As it stands now, I 
have one colony (#22) which has 
two honey supers on.  I also still 
have three colonies which I am 
feeding until they finish drawing 
out their second box. Additionally, 
#13 swarmed yesterday – I 
caught the swarm and brought 
them home but have not yet 
looked for the queen – I am anx-
ious to see if she is marked.  I did 

Larry Peiffer installs a package in the Standish SARE yard 
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go through the colony and remove all but one queen cell in the hopes of preventing after swarming. 
 
We’ve been keeping quite meticulous records of each colony visit/inspection, but I have not compiled any of 
the data yet.  Certainly some interesting trends will develop over time and I will report on that in future arti-
cles. 
 
Managing 12 colonies all at the same time has proven to be quite a learning experience for myself and 
Larry. For instance, I learned that transporting 12 gallons of  1 to 1 sugar syrup works best when done in 
gas cans, rather than 5 gallon buckets. I’ve also realized that even a quick check of 12 colonies takes about 
three hours, particularly when taking photos or otherwise documenting progress. 
 
Larry and I have both solicited help in managing the colonies.  Jack Hildreth, President of the Cumberland 
County Beekeepers Club has been helping me with the colonies and taking notes as I go through the colo-
nies.  Ray Salmon of the York County Beekeepers club has been helping Larry.  Exposure to 12 colonies at 
a sitting really helps to show the differences between them, especially since they are all on new equipment 
and were started at the same time.  Jack has had bees for several years and Ray is a brand new beekeeper 
– both are learning a whole lot very quickly by helping Larry and I with the grant hives – another great out-
come of this experience. 
 
And as for colony health, so far we’ve found a few hive beetles in the packages and we’ve seen Varroa in 
all of the colonies, but we have not done our first official mite counts yet.  All of the colonies are acting 
healthy and strong, their morale is fantastic. They’ve been extremely gentle to work, and are a pleasure to 
be around. 
 
The bees have also gotten some great press / media attention. They’ve been featured in a SALT documen-
tary and they’ve even been on Bill Green’s Maine!  (Watch for a link to the Bill Green episode, soon to be 
posted on my website www.overlandhoney.com)  I’ve included a few photos of the SARE yard and the 
bees.  We’ll keep you posted on the project progress! 

Erin Forbes checks a brood frame in the Biddeford SARE yard 
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• 46 different 
glass 
jars/bottles 

• Bulk corn 
syrup 

SWAN’S HONEY 

  HONEY                          CANDLES  
 

 

 

 

 

Lincoln Sennett 

 

 Distributor for MANN LAKE and GAMBER CONTAINER  also BETTERBEE , HUMBLE ABODES, and MITE AWAY II 

“SWAN’S has the 
lowest  prices for 
jars because they 
buy containers by 
the semi-trailer 
load!” 

 

 

 

 

332 Bessey Ridge Road 
 

 

 

ALBION, Maine 04910  
 

swanshoney@roadrunner.com 
 

          (207) 437-2251                                              
  Store hours for fall: M—F  8-3, SAT  9-12.   

FULL line of  
containers,  
glassware, &  
BEEKEEPING 
supplies. 
Please visit  
our brand  
NEW store  

 Mated 

Carniolan 

Queens 
$25.00 each  

plus  

shipping 

Gentle, productive, 

healthy. 

Call for details 

Queens Available 

Queens Available 

SIGN UP FOR OUR BEE SCHOOL STARTING IN MARCH 

GOLD STAR HONEYBEES  
207-449-1121  

www.goldstarhoneybees.com  
 

Promoting Natural and Sustainable Beekeeping  
 

In Gold Star Top Bar Beehives:  
• Bees can make their own unadulterated wax rather than preprinted foundation from unknown sources  

• Bees can make their own naturally sized cells, reducing varroa mite infestation  
 

Gold Star Top Bar Hive Kits:  
• Are made of solid Maine pine using only non toxic paints and caulks  

• Include an observation window for less disruptive inspections  
 

Gold Star Honeybees also provides:  
• Swarm Collection and Live Bee Relocation  

• Beekeeping Services  
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CLUB ACTIVITIES 
Western Maine Beekeeper’s Association 

Spring and Summer Schedule 

Open Hives: All open hives will be held on Saturdays at 10 am. In case of rain the open hive will be held the following day (Sunday) at the same time. If 
you are unsure of the weather status please call either the person hosting the open hive or Carol Cottrill (364-0917 or cell 441-1492). 

Please remember to bring a veil to all open hives!! 
 

Open Hive – June 27, 2009, 10:00 am: Harold and Nancy Rowley’s, 300 Ride Road, Peru (562-8731). 

 Directions: From North (Rumford area): South on Route 108 to the flashing yellow light in Peru and turn right onto Main Street (Peru fire station will 
be on right). Go 0.5 mile and turn left on the Ridge Road. 1.4 miles to Brown house on the left - 300 on the mail box. Roadside parking unless walking 
is an issue – if so drive in the driveway for limited parking.  

From South: North on  Route 108 to the flashing yellow light, then left onto Main Street and follow directions above. 

From Farmington: Route 2 through Dixfield then left across bridge to flashing light in Peru at Route 108. Straight across Route 108 to Main Street and 
follow directions above. 
 

Annual Picnic - July 25, 2009, 10 a.m.: Kineowartha Park, Wilton in the Senior Citizen building. Cost is $1.00 per person (13 and older). 

Directions: From West (Rumford): Route 2 to Wilton. Left at the Dutch Treat on Route 156 (the Weld Road). Go to the Wiles Funeral Home and 
then take a sharp left – the park is a short distance from there on the right. 

From Farmington: Route 2 to Wilton and take a right on 156 at the Dutch Treat. Follow directions above. 

We will have deep fried chicken and fried potatoes, hamburgers, hot dogs and buns.  

Please Bring: Plates and silverware, your beverage (non-alcoholic – no alcohol allowed in the park), a salad or desert to share and lawn chairs. You may 
also want sun screen and bug repellant! We will also have a raffle – donations for the raffle would be greatly appreciated! 
 

Open Hive – August 15, 2009 10 am: Charlie Merrill’s, 57 Cozy Cove Road, Livermore (897-6128) 

Directions: From Farmington or Route 2 take Route 4 turning right at the traffic lights in Livermore Falls and then go south 3 miles, across the bridge 
and turn right on Hathaway Hill Rd. Go 0.1 mile and cross Crash Rd, continue 0.25 mile and turn left on Cozy Cove Rd. Third house on the right – 
brown gambrel. 

From route 108 take Route 4 5.3 miles north and turn left on Crash Rd (by the Livermore Town Office). Go 0.1 mile to Hathaway Hill Rd and follow 
directions above. 
 

Wednesday, September 2, 2009, Region 9 School cafeteria 6:30 - 9 pm: Slide Show and presentation by Tony Jadczak on getting ready for winter.  
 

York County Chapter Open Hive:  Saturday, June 27, 2009  10 am—2pm at the home of Ellen McAdam and Brian 
Howard.  202 Hanson Ridge Road, Springvale, ME 04083   mcdorch@gwi.net    ALL ARE WELCOME!  Please bring some-
thing to share for a pot luck lunch , a chair and a veil.  See you there! 

Event:  Knox Lincoln County Beekeepers Fall Management Workshop 
Date:  Saturday, August 29 (rain date Sunday, August 30) 

Time:  11:30 a.m. 
Hosts:  Trisha Badger & Kevin Carney, Whitefoot Farm 484 East Pond Road, Jefferson 701‐1069 or 832‐7922 

 

CHECK THE MSBA WEBSITE www.mainebeekeepers.org FOR CURRENT INFORMATION ON CLUB ACTIVITES!!!!!! 
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At BRUSHY MOUNTAIN BEE FARM we sell the highest 
quality beekeeping supplies in the nation — all at  
competitive prices! From beginner to professional we have 
every item to fill your needs! 

ORDER TOLL- FREE : 

1-800-BEESWAX 
1-800-233-7929  

www.brushymountainbeefarm.com 
FAX ORDERS: 1-336-921-2681  

Customer Service 1-336-921-3640 
Send for our FREE catalog.    

www.beeequipment.com 

• Woodenware 

• Foundation 

• Tools 

• Protective Clothing 

• Drugs & Chemicals 

• Bottling Equipment 
• Containers 

• Hobby supplies  
• Much more!       

BRUSHY MOUNTAIN BEE FARM, Inc. 
610 Bethany Church Road, Moravian Falls, NC 28654 

SERVICE ■ QUALITY ■ SUPPORT  

A “NewBee” Outlook 
 
What happened when I wanted to get involved with bees?  Over a year ago I started asking a commercial bee-
keeper questions about bees.  Questions like, “what do I need to get started?”  “How much does it cost to get 
started?”   Well he moved on, so when a bee class opened up in York county I jumped in. By the end of the 
course I had purchased everything needed for three hives.  Then I found out that nucs come in deep frames.  
My hives being mediums caused me to go out and buy enough deeps for all my soon to arrive nucs. 
So while I sat home nailing all these boxes and frames together someone invited me to a of beekeepers in York 
county.  Unlike climbing a mountain were one starts at the bottom, the meeting seemed to start at the top with 
the election of President.  After a long pause of silence I steped up.  Now I'm president of York County Bee-
keepers Association. 
Being in association with active beekeepers has taught me a lot in a few months.  And sent me to places that I 
thought I would never go. 
I am learning about bee handling with the help of Larry Peiffer and the SARE grant. 
With the help of Erin Forbes I recently had the opportunity to catch what I called the perfect swarm. 
It started with a call from Erin; I was told "Oh its easy! just take a box that paper comes in, use it to put the bees 
in, then take them home and put them in an empty hive".  That’s what I heard anyway.  I replied "I've never 
done this before and I do not have that type of box."  With more encouragement and a promise of help I forged 
forward. Finding a makeshift box I called the homeowner for directions.  After getting lost and two more calls I 
found the house.  Yes there was a huge swarm of bees.  Twice the size of a football.  They were knee high off 
the ground on a low branch of the only tree on the front lawn.  The homeowner allowed me to borrow a pair of 
clippers, and cut the branch. I shook them into my box, took them home and put them into an empty hive that 
night.  It seemed all so simple. 
 My latest adventure was to stand in as a substitute speaker for a class of  middle school master gardeners in 
Wells.  I spoke on bees, plants, the environment  and the relationship between each. 
 It seems that when getting into the pool it is better to jump in rather that wade in. 
Ray Salmon/President /York County Beekeepers Ass. 

Another Proud new York County beekeeper, Jeff Sargent  
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 President’s Comments June 2009 
 

Hello fellow MSBA members: 
 

I wanted to take this opportunity to thank the attendees of the recent Annual Meeting for electing me as your president, for it is 
an honor for me to serve the MSBA membership in a new capacity. 
 

Have you ever been asked difficult questions about MSBA? On several occasions I have had questions put to me like, “What do 
I get from MSBA for my money?” or “I’m an experienced beekeeper, so why should I join? What’s in it for me?” or “I know how 
to keep bees and if I have a question, I can get the answer from the State Bee Inspector.” These are basic and perhaps predict-
able questions, but at times they can be a little unnerving for me to answer. 
 

I will tell them that they should join because it’s a wonderful beekeeping organization full of sincere and caring people. Some of 
the most talented and hard-working members are on or have served on the Board of Directors. We offer an excellent annual 
meeting with guest speakers who talk about current topics, a fantastic newsletter containing information from the State Apiarist 
and articles from beekeepers, a super website with a huge amount of information, and a library which offers materials in print, 
film, and DVD, and the support of other beekeepers. 

Unfortunately, that’s not enough for some people because of the way that they value money or their own abilities. It would be 
easy to label the people, asking the hard questions, as very demanding and dismiss them. A bit too easy, I think, for there are 
some areas that we could improve upon. 
 

Now that every active chapter has hosted the annual meeting it is time to set up a rotating host schedule so that we have an op-
portunity to think ahead of who will be the host, where the meeting will be held, what the theme of the meeting might be and 
schedule speakers in advance. 
 

The Board of Directors will have a meeting scheduled every 
month of the year instead of taking seasonal holidays. This is to 
keep items moving and to stimulate communication. 
 

The Newsletter Editor still does not receive enough articles so 
each board member has been asked to submit at least two arti-
cles per year.  I would encourage any MSBA member, regardless 
of experience, to submit material for the newsletter. 
 

The communication between MSBA and the Chapters can be 
improved. What might MSBA do to assist the Chapters?  Do 
the Chapters encourage their members to also join MSBA? 
 

A committee will be formed to explore other possibilities to 
enhance our website. 
 

MSBA sponsored field days or intermediate level bee schools. 
 

I encourage everyone to be thinking of ways that we might im-
prove the quality and quantity of 

our offerings and forward this information to myself or other 
members of the board for consideration. 
 

Thank you, all.  I look forward to hearing from you.  -  Roy 
Cronkhite. 

BEES-N-ME 
Master Beekeeper: Rick Cooper 

Equipment and Supplies!  
Dealer of a full line of woodenware and sup-
plies from Brushy Mountain Bee Supply,  
Betterbee, Humble Abodes, Walter Kelley, 
and Dadant.  
Tools, woodenware, extractors, smokers, 
protective clothing, containers, labels and 
more!  

All your equipment and supply 
needs! 

Italian Queens for Sale! 
Gentle, productive strain.  $20.00 each, 
available most of the year, please call for 
availability.   
 

For more information  please contact: 
 Rick Cooper, 1075 Post Road, Bowdoinham, Maine 

04008             (207)666-5643                                                      
honeybee@gwi.net 
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BEE SCHOLS—SIGN UP EARLY! 
Please encourage prospective new beekeepers to sign up for Bee School!  Bee School is the best way 

for us to ensure that  new beekeepers don’t become “bee havers!”  Pass the word!  There is always 
something new to learn! 

 
MAKING SUMMER NUCS WORKSHOP—The Cumberland County Beekeepers Association will be hosting a 
hands-on workshop on making summer nucs.  Instructors will be Master Beekeeper Erin MacGregor-Forbes and 
Larry Peiffer.  Thursday, June 25, 2-4 pm in Windham, ME.  Cost is $110 and includes divided hive body and two 
queens from French Hill Apiaires in Vermont.  Please contact Erin MacGregor-Forbes for more information, 
queenbee@overlandhoney.com or 772-3380 

CUMBERLAND COUNTY COOPERATIVE EXTENSION INTERMEDIATE LEVEL BEE SCHOOL! 

The Cumberland County cooperative extension will be hosting an intermediate level bee school this winter, instruc-
tor will be Erin MacGregor-Forbes.  Focus of this school will be continuing education for beekeepers who have at 
least one season of experience.  This will be a multi week bee school, held one night per week in winter.  Dates to 
be determined.  Please contact the Cumberland County Cooperative Extension for details.  780-4205 or  
cecmb@umext@maine.edu 

York County Beginning Bee School in the FALL!!!! 

The York County Cooperative Extension will be offering TWO Beginner Bee Schools this year.  The first Bee 
School will be held Wednesday nights, October 21—November 18, 2009.  6:00pm—8:30pm.  The second Bee 
School will be held in February—March, 2010, dates to be determined.  Please contact the York County Coopera-
tive Extension for more details.  324-2814 or ceyrk@umext.maine.edu 

Or, call 800-289-7668, Ext. 3220 with credit card.  

Don’t miss even one exciting issue of Bee Culture Magazine 
filled with everything you want to know about: 
■ Bees ■ Beekeeping ■ Beekeepers   

■ How-To’s ■ Honey Report ■ Profiles  ■ 
Recipes ■ Funny Stories ■ Research   

■ Something For Everybody  
www.beeculture.com 

Bee Culture Magazine 

623 W. Liberty Street, Medina OH 44256 

Take advantage of 

our incredible  

discount because 

you are in the 

MSBA 

SAVE 20% 

Checking for swarm cells during the CCBA Open Hive at the api-
ary of Kyle Rich,  June 2009 
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Register for the conference at:  http://www.easternapiculture.org/programs/2009/ 

EAS in Ellicottville New York! 
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All MSBA members are invited to submit announcements and news for this newsletter  at least two weeks before publica-
tion date.  THE BEE LINE is usually mailed on: February 1, April 1, June 1, August 1, October 1, and December 1.  Buzzings 

                    
For your beekeeping needs! 
 Supers, Smokers, Medications, Bee 
 Suits, Containers and More! 
 
5 Frame nucs available in spring, 
call for more information  

See us in Brewer 

(207) 989-7803 
Harold and Hilda Swan  

 

 

Full line of 
BEEKEEPING 

SUPPLIES 
available in 
BREWER. 

Advice FREE! 

R. B. SWAN & SON, INC   
25 Prospect St ▪ Brewer ME 04412 

 
The Bee Line requests and 

welcomes your  
contributions!   

Please contact the Editor: 
with your comments,  

photos and contributions : 
 

Erin MacGregor-Forbes 
188 Capisic Street,  
Portland ME 04102 

 
queenbee@overlandhoney.com 

Golden Rule Honey, LLC Presents:  
Northeast Treatment Free Beekeeping Conference 

Friday, July 31 through Sunday, August 2, 2009  Doyle Conservation Center  Leominster, Massachusetts Cost is $150  

http://www.bushfarms.com/organic_beekeeping_meeting.htm 

EAS 2009  August 3-7, 2009 
Holiday Valley Resort, Ellicottville, NY 

See Page 9 for flyer.  
Registration on the web through June 30, 2009   

http://www.easternapiculture.org/programs/2009/reg.shtml 

New Hampshire Beekeepers Association Fall Meeting 
The New Hampshire Beekeepers Association hosts two meetings annually, one in March and one in October.  October dates and program have 

not yet been finalized, but keep an eye on their website for information as it becomes available.   http://www.nhbeekeepers.org 

Vermont Beekeepers Association Workshop Schedule: Workshops are held on Saturdays from Noon - 2pm 
weather permitting. Rain days are the following day. Workshops go into the bees and open colonies, so you are encour-
aged to bring a veil, and bee suit if necessary. Workshops are free and open to the public.  Find more information 
on their website, www.vtbeekeepers.org 
 July 11 - Re-queening and Making nucs to winter over  
July 25 - VBA Summer Meeting  
Aug. 8 - Harvesting the crop; Removing honey from the bees. Tips on extracting, packaging, and marketing your crop; 
Fall Mite treatments 
Sept. 12 - Preparing Your Colony for Winter; Feeding light colonies; Medications and miticides; Winter wrapping materials  
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THE BACKYARD BEEKEEPER 
My Hive Swarmed 

By Master Beekeeper Rick Cooper 

  

     I am suspecting that many of you would never know your hive swarmed  unless you see it swarm or see the swarm hang-
ing in a tree. One day the  bees are flying furiously and the next they calm down a bit and the next 

 they are right back to where they were before the swarm. Many of you super  your hives and then do not enter the brood 
chambers again until fall.  Whatever the case may be the swarm has emerged and you missed it or better yet captured it. 
Now what to do. 

 

     First let me discuss swarming at least superficially. Most often the swarm emerges very soon after the swarm queen cells 
are capped. About 7 days before your due to get a new queen. Although we do not know all the mechanics of swarming we 
feel that brood nest congestion is a prime motivator. If this is truely the case then adding supers will not solve the problem. 
Remember this is the time of year when the colony is approaching peek strength. Lots of brood is hatching and the queen 
is laying as fast as she can.  

 

     My strongest urge is to tell you to leave well enough alone for 10 to 5 days. Beekeepers for the most part do more dam-
age than good when looking into a hive that has swarmed. Queen cells are very fragil at this time and  

 are easily damaged. Bees have been swarming for many centuries and I believe they have the process down pretty well. If 
you have more than one hive in your apiary and you just have to know which one swarmed then look with extreme cau-
tion. 

   

     Well you figured out which hive swarmed and now you want to do something.  I wouldn't. The process of removing 
most of the queen cells is subjective and who are you to tell the bees that you prefer the queen hatched from "that" cell ver-
sus the one next to it. Yes, most likely the queens in the larger cells are likely to 

 be the best but that may not always be the case. I cannot tell by looking at a cell or even by looking at many cells which 
queen will be the best. At this time there are way to many unanswered questions. How will the mating weather be when 
she heads out to mate? Will a bird eat her? Is the drone population in my area sufficient to properly mate a new queen? I 
think you might get better answers in late July once you have seen her laying pattern for awhile. If she is not up to snuff 
then requeen with a commercially raised queen and get into fall with a good colony. 

 

    Once the mating process is over and the bees have their new queen. Say 15 days after the swarm emerged then we can go 
into the hive with our normal handling techniques and check for eggs and perhaps even see the new queen. The eggs tell 
us that at least she is laying. It will be 8 more days before we know if she is laying drone eggs or worker eggs. Just because 
there are eggs in worker cells does not mean we have a "good" queen she might be a drone layer. Once cells are capped 
then we will know. 

    

    Certainly swarming is going to set your production back a bit but there is not much that can be done about that. If you 
have reached your apiaries maximum number of hives then letting the swarming process take place, capturing the swarm, 
then reuniting the swarm after the queen rearing process is over can put your bee numbers 

 in the hive back to max. My thoughts are to kill the new queen and let the old queen reign again. The mating questions 
above would still apply and the old queen was strong enough to cast out a swarm in the first place. 

 

 Rick Cooper 

 Master Beekeeper 



 12    June 2009   THE BEE LINE  —  Newsletter of the Maine State Beekeepers Association , Inc.                 

 

   Manufacturers of Quality  

 Apiary Woodenware 
FRAMES 
• Full 3/8-inch sidebar 
• Groove & wedge top 
bar 

• Interlocking top &  
   bottom bars 
• Two grades: Select &  
   Commercial 

BOXES 
• Ten frame in 3 sizes 
• Authentic box joints 
• Pre-drilled 
• E-Z grip 6-inch hand holds 
• Three grades: Select, 
   Commercial, & Budget 

PRICING,  
product availability, and ordering:  
Toll-free: 1-877-423-3269 (877-4 BEE BOX ) 
           (207) 549-5501  
        FAX: (207) 549-5512   
Visa & MasterCard accepted 

 

Made in the USA...in MAINE! — FOR beekeepers, BY beekeepers!   Watch for our EXPANDING LINE! 

MAINE     
PRODUCED! 

Look for our products at these local suppliers: 

SUPPLIERS 
• Bees-N-Me, Bowdoinham, 666-5643 
• R. B. Swan & Son, Inc., Brewer, 989-7803 
• SWAN’S Honey, Albion, 437-2251 
• Brown’s Apiaries, N Yarmouth, 829-4246 
•Country Thyme Apiaries, Steep Falls, 675-3445 

HUMBLE 
ABODES  

I N C O R P O R A T E D  

 EMAIL:  humbleabodes@prexar.com    636 Coopers Mills Road, Windsor, MAINE 
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MSBA Board                   
Executive Committee    
 

Roy Cronkhite, 897-4043, 
roycronk@roadrunner.com 
 

Sally Greene, Past President    
sagreene@maine.rr.com 926-3780 
 

 Marc Plaisted, Vice-President 
msplaisted@prodigy.net,  582-8353  
 

Erin Forbes, Secretary      queen-
bee@overlandhoney.com 838-4046 
                                                  

Martin Lakeman, Treasurer      
mwl@midcoast.com  389-9045 
 
 

Ex-Officio Members 
Carol Cottrill, 364-0917,  
carolcottrill@hotmail.com,  
 EAS Director, Master Beekeeper 
 

Tony Jadczak                           
State of Maine Bee Inspector  
Anthony.M.Jadczak@maine.gov  
287-3891 or 287-7562 
 

Hank Nicolaus                        
Maine Agriculture Committee,  
handbnicolaus@gmail.com 

563-2555 
 

Lincoln Sennett                         
National Honey Board 
swans@uninets.net, 437-2251 
 

 

ADVERTISERS WANTED 

The Bee Line  can give 
you exposure to over 

340 readers! 
 

Issues are published bi-
monthly: February 15, April 1, 
June 1, August 1, October 1, & De-
cember 1,  Ad copy is due by the 
15th of the previous month, except 
February, which is due February 1. 
 

AD RATES per issue are: $15 
for quarter page, $30 for half page, 
$60 for full page, $10 business card 
size. 
 
Volume Pricing is Available  
BUY 5 ADS,… GET 6TH  ONE 
FREE!  
 
Contact Erin Forbes for details,  
queenbee@overlandhoney.com 

 
At-Large Members 
Dick Duncan, 622-2105,                           
cloverhillapiary@hotmail.com  
 

Lester Bourque, 557-0750 
poochme@adelphia.net 
 

David Israel 
dni@gmail.com 
 

Julie Kilmer mamak-
in10@yahoo.com 
 

Jill Glover northcountrycomfort-
ers@yahoo.com 
 

Noli Santos nsantos@informe.org 
 

Matt Scott 495-3409 
mscott@clinic.net 
 

Gary Robinson, 943-2720,   
garobinson@verizon.net  
 

Larry Peiffer, 642-1089 lpeif-
fer@sad6.k12.me.us 
 
Maine Chapters of 

MSBA 
Borderline Beekeepers    
Ed Wilkey 925-3203  
edwardwilkey@yahoo.com. 
 

Cumberland County Beekeep-
ers   Ed Lewis, mitten-

 

hed@msn.com 
 

Down East Beekeepers   Barb & 
Jim Reed, 244-3684, or  
virginiaruth__2000@yahoo.com   
 

Knox-Lincoln County Beekeep-
ers (KLCB)   Al Mahoney, 832-
5162, newaim@midcoast.com, or 
Cheryl Rudy, 785-3055 fi-
nalee@tidewater.net 
 

Penquis Beekeepers’ Associa-
tion (PBA)  Tish Dutson @ 997-
3546, tishdutson@yahoo.com 
 

Sagadahoc County Beekeepers 
Bob Budden 725-8527 , or  
Sonia Woodrum 375-8839,  
woodrum1102@roadrunner.com 
 

Tri-County Beekeepers   
Jon Cullen, johnand-
karen@pivot.net or Adin Tooker, 
amtooker@gmail.com  
 

Western Maine Beekeepers As-
sociation (WMBA)  Carol Cottrill, 
364-0917, WMBAmail@msn.com; 
or                    Nick Kelley, 364-
4121, bakelley39@yahoo.com  
 
York County Beekeepers Asso-
ciation Ray Salmon, President 
Ryslmn@yahoo.com  699-8616 
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THE BEE LINE 

www.mainebeekeepers.org 

Join MSBA today!  
Maine State Beekeepers Association  

  
  (Last Name)_                                                _________ _______________________________________  _          ___   ___          _ 
    
  (First Name)__________                          (Middle Initial)          ___________                              __________________  ____   ____ 
   
(Address)   ___                                                                        _________________________________________________________ 
 
(City/Town) __                                                                    ___________________________________________________________ 
 
(State)_  _____            _____    (Zip)  ________________________(Phone)  _________________                                             ____             
 

 (E-mail 

Cost              Membership Type                       Please make your check payable to:  
_______$15       Annual  Individual                                Maine State Beekeepers Association 
_______$22.50  Annual  Family                               Send to:   
_______$180     Lifetime Individual                  Skip Strong, Memberhsip Chairman 
_______$270     Lifetime Family        212 P Ridge Road  
_______$15       MSBA Chapter Renewal   Readfield ME 04355 
               $ Extra Gift Contribution    
_______$ Total Payment     (207) 685-4780 
Is this new or renewing membership?      skipstrong@netscape.com 
(Circle One)     New      Renewing 

BEES NEED YOU!!! 

 


