Pennsylvania State University Horse Pasture and Nutrient Management Survey

Part I General
1. Please mark how you are involved in the horse industry?  (Check all that apply.)
a. Own horses at self-owned facility
b. Own horses at boarding facility
c. Operate a business that provides services for the horse industry
d. Have a interest in the horse industry, but currently do not own a horse 
e. No involvement

2. Are you the owner or manager of a horse farm /operation or can represent the facility?
a. Yes
b. No (if No, then you are finished taking the survey, thanks for your help.)
Part II Demographics

1. In what state is your horse farm located? _________ (Drop down box)
2. In what county is your horse farm located? _________________
3. What is your gender?
a. Female

b. Male

4. What is your age? ______
5. Size of your farm (total acreage)? ________

6. Total acreage utilized:

Confinement areas ________

Pasture areas ________
7. From list of options below, identify the primary and secondary use of the horse farm you operate. (drop down box for choices?)

Primary




Secondary

( Boarding




( Boarding


( Breeding




( Breeding


( Training




( Training 


( Lesson Program



( Lesson Program



( Pleasure/Recreation


( Pleasure/Recreation


( Retirement/Rescue


( Retirement/Rescue


( Therapeutic Center


( Therapeutic Center


Other _____________

Other _______________________

8. Is your farm for business or hobby (recreation)?

a. Business 

b. Hobby (recreational purposes with my horses)

9. Average number of horses on property year round (If breeding operation, what is the highest average number of horses on property)? _________ 
10. On average, how many hours per day do your horses spend grazing pastures in the following seasons? Please enter a choice for each of the sections listed below. If you do not utilize pastures skip to Part V (Manure Management section). (Each season would have a drop down box with the same choices)

Winter:  
( 24 hours continuous




( less than 24 more than 12




( less than 12 more than 6




( less than 6 more than 3




( less than 3




( no pasture turn out


Spring:
( 24 hours continuous




( less than 24 more than 12




( less than 12 more than 6




( less than 6 more than 3




( less than 3




( no pasture turn out


Summer: 
( 24 hours continuous




( less than 24 more than 12




( less than 12 more than 6




( less than 6 more than 3




( less than 3




( no pasture turn out


Fall:

( 24 hours continuous




( less than 24 more than 12




( less than 12 more than 6




( less than 6 more than 3




( less than 3




( no pasture turn out

Part III Horse Pasture Management 
1.  Do you use multiple pastures (rotation system) or have a Rotational Grazing Plan? (drop down box for answering yes with these choices: a. Private consultant b. Self-prepared c. NRCS d. Prepared program CD)
a. Yes

b. No
2. Does your operation have a Pasture Management Plan? (drop down box for answering yes with these choices: a. Private consultant b. Self-prepared c. NRCS d. Prepared program CD)
a. Yes

b. No

c. Unknown
3. On average, how much of your horse pastures consist of bare soil in the growing season (spring to fall)? 
a. Less than 10%

b. Between 10% and 25%

c. Greater than 25%
d. Bare ground barnyard, paddock or dry  or loafing lot

4. Do you confine horses to sacrifice, dry or loafing lots (non-grassy areas) on your property?  
a. Used for feeding, controlled exercise

b. Confinement area during inclement or drought conditions

c. Do not utilize a confinement area
d. Other ______________________

5. How often do you mow your pastures for weed control purposes?

a. Pastures are always mowed to control weeds 

b. Pastures are sometimes mowed to control weeds 

c. Pastures are never mowed to control weeds 
6. How do you determine the rotational use of the pastures?
a. Manage by plant growth/height

b. Manage by groups of horses

c. Managed by a time frame or grazing plan 

d. Groups of horses are never rotated between subdivided pastures. Pastures are continuously grazed without rest 
7. If rotational grazing is used, how much rest do pastures receive once horses are removed? 
a. Pastures are always allowed to rest long enough for plants to grow back to the recommended grazing height of 6-10 inches (depending on grass species)
b. Pastures are sometimes allowed to rest long enough for plants to grow back to recommended grazing height of 6-10 inches (depending on grass species)
c. Pastures are never rested to allow plants to grow back to the recommended grazing height of 6-10 inches (depending on grass species)
9.  How do you manage your horse’s access to surface water (streams, lake or ponds) on your farm?

a. Horses are allowed unlimited access to all of the surface water

b. Horses are restricted and fence away form surface water

c. Horses are restricted from surface water with a controlled access for drinking or water crossing.

d. There is no surface water on property 

10.  What is the major topography of your horse pastures?

a. Gradual slopes (0-3 percent)

b. Moderate slopes(3-8 percent)

c. Steep slopes (greater than 8 percent)
11.  Does your operation have an Agricultural Erosion and Sedimentation Plan or current Conservation Plan dealing with soil erosion and animal heavy use areas? (drop down box for answering yes with these choices: a. Private consultant b. Self-prepared c. NRCS d. Prepared program CD)
a. Yes

b. No

c. Unknown
12.  Which option best describes your level of soil erosion in your horse pastures.
a. There is no soil erosion

b. Soil rarely moves in wet or windy weather

c. Some evidence or soil drifting, few gullies (up to 2 inches deep), and some colored runoff

d. Obvious soil drifting, with large gullies (over 2 inches deep) joined together, and rapid, colored runoff

13. How many of your barns and/or run-in sheds have rainwater runoff systems to divert runoff or for collection systems?

a. All roofs have drains or gutters 

b. Some roofs have drains or gutters 

c. No roofs have drains or gutters 

Part IV:  Horse Pasture Applications and/or Evaluation
1. How would you describe seeding practices for horse pastures on your farm?

a. Seed is always applied to pastures when needed (Example, spring and/or fall seasons)

b. Seed is sometimes applied to pastures when needed 

c. Seed is never applied to pastures

2. How would you describe the use of herbicide in your horse pastures?

a. Herbicide is always used when needed

b. Herbicide is sometimes used when needed

c. Herbicide is never used

3. How often do you mow your pastures for weed control purposes?

a. Pastures are always mowed to control weeds 

b. Pastures are sometimes mowed to control weeds 

c. Pastures are never mowed to control weeds 

4. How often do you take soil samples from your horse pastures and submit them for liming and fertilizer needs?

a. Every 1-3 years

b. More than 3 years allowed between soil tests

c. Soil is never sampled and tested


5. How would you describe the use of line applied to your horse pastures?

a. Lime is always applied to reach optimum pH levels for plant growth based on

soil test results

b. Lime is sometimes applied and may or may not be based on soil test results

c. Lime is never applied
Part V:  Horse Manure Management
1. Do you have a Nutrient Management Plan for your operation? (drop down box for answering yes with these choices: a. Private consultant b. Self-prepared c. NRCS d. Prepared program CD)
a. Yes

b. No

c. Unknown

2. How do you manage manure on your property? (Check those that apply drop down box for each question with these choices: a. Never b. Rarely c. Occasionally d. Often e. Very often for each question and point )
a. Manure is collected and removed from farm property
b. Manure is collected stored and managed on farm (i.e. spread, composted, piled)
c. Manure is collected spread fresh daily and managed on farm property 

d. Manure is collected, stock piled and never removed or utilized on the farm

e. Manure is managed on grazing pastures by dragging or removal

f. Manure is never collected (horses pastured 24hrs/day)
3. How do you manage manure within the sacrifice, dry, or confinement area?

a. Manure is removed on a daily or weekly basis

b. Manure is occasionally removed

c. Manure is never removed or utilized on farm
4. If you collect manure on your farm, how and where do you store it?

a. Manure is stored on a hard-packed or paved surface, and is always covered

b. Manure is stored on a hard-packed or paved surface and is not covered

c. Manure is stored on any surface, and is sometimes covered

d. Manure is stored on any surface, and is left uncovered

e. Manure is stored on a constructed composted bend with a roof and walls
5. How close is manure stored to surface water on your farm (i.e. streams, ponds, and springs or household well)?

a. Greater than 150 ft. 

b. Between 50 and 150 ft. 

c. Less than 50 ft. 

Part VI:  Conclusion

1. How often do you have horse pasture, nutrient, or manure management related questions?

a. Never

b. Rarely

c. Occasionally

d. Often

2. What are your imitations in altering the management of your horse operation? (Examples, building a manure handling bend, fencing off streams, constructing a confinement lots, reseeding pastures, mud control, etc)
a. Knowledge
b. Finances
c. Regulations
d. Inability to obtain services 

3. What information resources do you use for your equine farm operations? (Check all that apply)

a. Resource materials such as books, magazines, publications

b. Multi-media resources

c. Internet resources

d. Agencies such as: Extension Offices, Conservation Offices, Dept of Ag, USDA, NRCS, etc.
e. Private businesses or companies

f. Knowledgeable acquaintances

g. None
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