
 Pen n sy lvan ia’s  Equ in e  Pastu re  Co n d itio n  Sco re  Sh e e t    

* If y o u  ca n ’t  d ecid e  b e t ween  t wo  va lu e s  u se  fr a ct io n s (e .g . If t h e  va lu e  is  b e t ween  2  a n d  3 , t h en  u se  a  va lu e  o f 2 .5 )  

Own er / Op e r a t o r :  Da t e : 

 Gen e r a l wea t h e r  co n d it io n s fo r  t h e  p r evio u s t h r ee  week s:       We t            Dr y         Ave r a ge  

CATEGORY PARAMETER VALUE* Fie ld  ID: Fie ld  ID: Fie ld  ID: Fie ld  ID: Fie ld  ID: Fie ld  ID: 

Po p u latio n  o f Fo rage  Plan ts  

Th e  e st im a t e d  % b y  we igh t  is  

m o st ly : 

De sir a b le  

In t e r m e d ia t e  

Un d e sir a b le  

3  o r  4  

1  t o  2  

0  

      

1 )  Plan t De n sity  

% o f t h e  p a st u r e  co ve r e d  b y   

d e sir a b le  & in t e r m e d ia t e  

p la n t s is: 

De n se  > 8 5 % 

 Me d iu m  7 5 -

8 5 % 

Sp a r se  < 7 5 % 

3  o r  4  

1  t o  2  

0  

      

2 )  Fo rage  Plan t Dive rsity  

Th e  d ive r sit y  o f fo r a ge  p la n t  

sp e cie s is: 

Br o a d  >5  sp e cie s  

Me d iu m  3 -4  

sp e cie s  

Na r r o w <3  

sp e cie s  

3  o r  4  

1  t o  2  

0  

      

3 )  Plan t Vigo r 

De sir a b le  p la n t s a r e : 
St r o n g  

 Me d iu m   

We a k  

3  o r  4  

1  t o  2  

0  

      

4 )  Le gu m e s in  Stan d  

Pe r ce n t  o f le gu m e s in  t h e  

st a n d  is: 

>2 0 % 

1 0 -2 0 % 

 <1 0 % 

3  o r  4  

1  t o  2  

0  

      

5 )  In te n sity  o f Use  

Th e  d e gr e e  a n d  fr e q u e n cy  o f 

u se  is:  

Ap p r o p r ia t e  

Mo d e r a t e  

He a vy  

3  o r  4  

1  t o  2  

0  

      

6 )  Un ifo rm ity  o f Grazin g  

Un ifo r m it y  o f gr a zin g is: 
Un ifo r m  

Sp o t t y  

Ove r gr a ze d  

3  o r  4  

1  t o  2  

0  

      

7 )  Plan t Re sid u e  

De a d  o r  d e ca y in g p la n t  

m a t e r ia l is : 

Mo d e r a t e  

Exce ssive  

La ck in g 

3  o r  4  

1  t o  2  

0  

      

8 )  So il Ero sio n  

Gu lly  a n d / o r  st r e a m  b a n k  

e r o sio n  is : 

Sligh t  

Mo d e r a t e  

Se ve r e  

3  o r  4  

1  t o  2  

0  

      

9 )  Wo o d y  Can o p y  

Th e  a m o u n t  o f wo o d y  

ca n o p y  o ve r  6  fe e t  h igh  is : 

< 1 1 % 

 3 0  – 1 1 % 

> 3 0 % 

3  o r  4  

1  t o  2  

0  

      

 TOTAL SCORE FOR FIELD       

Sca le  fo r  Pa st u r e  Co n d it io n  Sco r e       0 -1 0  = Ve r y  Po o r ,       1 1 -2 0  = Po o r ,        2 1 -3 0  Go o d ,        3 1 -4 0  = Ve r y  Go o d  



Pe n n sy lvan ia’s  Equ in e  Pastu re  Co n d itio n  Sco re  Sh e e t  
 

Th e  p a st u r e  co n d it io n  sco r e  sh ee t  ca n  b e  u sed  t o  r e co r d  t h e  co n d it io n s o f six d iffe r en t  fie ld s o r  p a d d o cks .  

Th e  sco r e  sh ee t  ca n  a lso  b e  u sed  t o  r e co r d  ch a n ges in  t h e  sa m e  fie ld  o r  p a d d o ck  o ve r  t im e . Gen e r a l wea t h e r  

co n d it io n s a n d  t im e  o f y ea r  a r e  im p o r t a n t  fa ct o r s a ffect in g  p a st u r e  co n d it io n . Be fo r e  co n d u ct in g  t h e  p a st u r e  

a sse ssm en t , wa lk  t h e  en t ir e  p a st u r e  a n d  t h en  co n d u ct  t h e  a sse ssm en t  in  seve r a l lo ca t io n s r ep r e sen t a t ive  o f 

t h e  en t ir e  fie ld  o r  p a d d o ck . If t h e r e  a r e  sign ifica n t  a r ea s o f t h e  fie ld  o r  p a d d o ck  t h a t  h a ve  ve r y  d iffe r en t  

fo r a ges, t h en  sep a r a t e  eva lu a t io n s sh o u ld  b e  d o n e  fo r  e a ch  a r ea .  Pr o d u ced   b y  Do n n a  Fo u lk , Pen n  St a t e  

Eq u in e  a n d  Na t u r a l Reso u r ce s Ext en sio n  Ed u ca t o r . Ad a p t ed  fr o m   t h e  Ve r m o n t  Pa st u r e  Co n d it io n  Sco r e  

Sh ee t .   

 

 

CATEGORY DEFINITIONS AND GUIDANCE 

 

1 . Po p u latio n  o f Fo rage  Plan ts  – Pa st u r e s ca n  b e  co m p o sed  o f m a n y  d iffe r en t  p la n t  sp ecie s.  Desirab le  p la n t  

sp ecie s a r e  fo r a ges t h a t  p r o v id e  a  la r ge  q u a n t it y  o f h igh  q u a lit y  fo o d  t h r o u gh o u t  t h e  gr o win g sea so n .  

Exa m p le s in c lu d e  wh it e  clo ve r , r ed  clo ve r , a lfa lfa , b lu egr a ss, p e r en n ia l r y egr a ss, o r ch a r d  gr a ss, t im o t h y , 

fe scu e , a n d  b r o m e . In t e rm ed iat e  p la n t s a r e  sp ecie s t h a t  h o r se s will n o t  u su a lly  e a t  o r  p la n t s t h a t  h a ve  

sh o r t  gr o win g p e r io d s a n d  lo o se  q u a lit y  fa st . So m e  exa m p le s a r e  d a n d e lio n , fo xt a il, a n d  cr a b gr a ss. 

Und esirab le  p la n t s a r e  “weed s” t h a t  h a ve  ve r y  lo w fo r a ge  va lu e , a r e  o ft en  u n p a la t a b le  a n d  m a y  b e  t o xic .  

Sin ce  h o r se s r a r e ly  ea t  u n d esir a b le  p la n t s , t h ey  will fr eq u en t ly  d o m in a t e  o ve r gr a zed  p a st u r e s.  Exa m p le s 

in clu d e  b u t t e r cu p , t h ist le , r a gweed , a n d  m u liflo r a  r o se .    

 

2 . Plan t Den sity  – High  p la n t  d en sit y  p r o v id e s ca n o p y  co ve r  fo r  t h e  p a st u r e  a n d  in t e r cep t s r a in  d r o p s 

p r even t in g  e r o sio n .  Ba r e  sp o t s in  p a st u r e s a r e  a n  in d ica t io n  o f o ve r gr a zin g a n d  a r e  a n  o p en  in v it a t io n  t o  

wee d  in va sio n .  Pa st u r e s co n t a in in g  a  h igh  d en sit y  o f d e sir a b le  a n d  in t e r m ed ia t e  p la n t s p r o v id e  gr ea t e r  

n u t r it io n  t h a n  p a st u r e s co n t a in in g  p r im a r ily  weed s.    

 

3 . Plan t Diversity  – Pla n t  d ive r sit y  in d ica t e s t h e  n u m b er  o f d iffe r en t  sp ecie s o f d e sir a b le  p la n t s.  Sin ce  

fo r a ge  sp ecie s va r y  in  n u t r it io n  a n d  in  t h e ir  su scep t ib ilit y  t o  in sect s, d isea se  a n d  en v ir o n m en t a l 

ext r em es, p a st u r e s t h a t  h a ve  gr ea t e r  d ive r sit y  a r e  h ea lt h ie r  a n d  m o r e  r e silien t .  

 

4 . Plan t Vigo r – Fo r a ge  sp ecie s  sh o u ld  b e  h ea lt h y  a n d  gr o win g a t  t h e ir  fu ll p o t en t ia l.   A d a r k  gr een  p la n t  

co lo r , a n  a b u n d a n ce  o f le a ves  a n d  a m p le  r egr o wt h  a r e  in d ica t o r s o f go o d  p la n t  v igo r . St r o n g v igo r o u s 

p a st u r e s r e co ve r  r a p id ly  a ft e r  gr a zin g  wh ile  a  wea k  p a st u r e  m a y  n o t  r e co ve r  fo r  t wo  o r  m o r e  weeks.  

 

5 . Legu m es in  Stan d  – Legu m es p r o v id e  n it r o gen  t o  t h e  gr a ss e s in  t h e  p a st u r e  wh ich  en h a n ces p a st u r e  

q u a lit y . Ho weve r , c lo ve r  m a y  o cca sio n a lly  b e  a sso cia t ed  wit h  fu n gu s in d u ced  sa liva t io n , 

p h o t o sen sit iza t io n  a n d  e st r o gen  co n ce r n s in  m a r e s . Alsike ’s c lo ve r  is  t o xic  if it  is  h ea v ily  gr a zed . Th e  

p e r cen t  o f legu m es will ch a n ge  t h r o u gh o u t  t h e  gr a zin g  sea so n  w it h  lo wer  va lu e s in  t h e  sp r in g . 

 

6 . In ten sity  o f Use  – Pa st u r e s t h a t  a r e  o ve r g r a zed  co n t a in  ve r y  few d esir a b le  sp ecie s.  W eed  gr o wt h  is  

exce ssive , a n d  m a n y  b a r e  sp o t s a r e  p r e sen t  w h ich  co n t r ib u t e  t o  so il e r o sio n . Mo d e r a t e ly  h ea vy  gr a zin g 

ca u se s a  r ed u ct io n  in  fo r a ge , d ive r sit y , a n d  so m e  lo ss in  p la n t  v igo r .  Weed  p r e ssu r e  is  m o d e r a t e  a n d  

so m e  b a r e  sp o t s a r e  p r e sen t .  Fo r a ges a r e  o ft en  gr a zed  b e lo w t h r ee  in ch es in  h e igh t .  Pa st u r e s wh ich  a r e  

gr a zed  a p p r o p r ia t e ly  h a ve  a  la r ge  d en sit y  a n d  d ive r sit y  o f fo r a ge  sp ecie s.  Pla n t s a r e  m a in t a in ed  a t  

u n ifo r m  h e igh t , gen e r a lly  b e t ween  t h r ee  a n d  e igh t  in ch es.  Weed  p r e ssu r e  is  lo w a n d  b a r e  sp o t s a r e  

a b sen t .  No t e : Un d e r  gr a zin g  ca n  a lso  b e  d e t r im en t a l t o  p a st u r e  q u a lit y .  Fo r a ges t h a t  a r e  u n d e r  gr a zed  

a n d  a r e  n o t  m o wed  t o  m a in t a in  gr a ss e s in  t h e  vege t a t ive  st a ge  will gr o w t a ll, so m e t im es t o  seed  h ea d  

p r o d u ct io n .  Ove r ly  m a t u r e  fo r a ges a r e  u n p a la t a b le  a n d  lo w in  n u t r it io n a l va lu e .  Pa st u r e s t h a t  a r e  u n d e r  

gr a zed  sh o u ld  r ece ive  a  va lu e  b e t ween  o n e  a n d  t wo .    

 



7 . Un ifo rm ity  o f Use  – Un ifo r m  gr a zin g o ccu r s  wh en  a  m a jo r it y  o f t h e  p la n t s h a ve  b een  m o d e r a t e ly  gr a zed  

t o  a  co n sist en t  h e igh t . A p a st u r e  ca n  b e  u n ifo r m ly  o ve r gr a zed  a n d  sh o u ld  n o t  r e ce ive  p o in t s. Wa lk in g 

o ve r  t h e  en t ir e  p a st u r e  is  n ece ssa r y  t o  a ccu r a t e ly  d e t e r m in e  u n ifo r m it y  o f u se .  Ho r se  p a st u r e s a r e  

t y p ica lly  co m p o sed  o f b o t h  “la wn s” a n d  “r o u gh s”. Th e  “r o u gh s”, a r ea s wh e r e  m a n u r e  is  d ep o sit ed  a r e  

n o t  n o r m a lly  gr a zed  a n d  will b e  t a lle r  t h a n  t h e  “la wn ” a r ea s.  Use  t h e  “la wn ” a r ea s wh en  d e t e r m in in g 

u n ifo r m it y  o f u se .  

 

8 . Plan t Resid u e  – Dea d  o r  d eca y in g p la n t  m a t e r ia l is  in d ica t ive  o f p o o r  p a st u r e  co n d it io n . If p la n t s a r e  

o ve r gr a zed  t h e r e  is  lit t le  r e sid u e  t o  r e cy cle  in t o  t h e  so il b u t  if t h e  p la n t s a r e  u n d e r  gr a zed  t h e r e  is  

exce ssive  ca r b o n  t o  r e cy cle . Th e r e fo r e , b o t h  o ve r gr a zin g a n d  u n d e r  gr a zin g  r e su lt  in  lo w Pla n t  Resid u e  

sco r e s. 

 

9 . So il Ero sio n  – So il e r o sio n  is  m a gn ified  in  p a st u r e s t h a t  a r e  h ea v ily  gr a zed  r e su lt in g  in  lo w p la n t  d en sit y . 

Visu a lly  o b se r ve  a n d  eva lu a t e  a ll t y p e s o f e r o sio n  (sh ee t , gu lly , e t c .)  t o  d e t e r m in e  t h e  seve r it y  fo r  t h e  

p a st u r e . 

 

1 0 . Wo o d y  Can o p y  – Th e  p e r cen t  ca n o p y  (sh a d ed  a r ea  a t  n o o n )  p r o v id ed  b y  wo o d y  p la n t s o ve r  six fe e t  t a ll. 

Wo o d y  ca n o p y  ca n  p r o m o t e  u n even  gr a zin g, p a r a sit e s, so il co m p a ct io n  a n d  m a n u r e  a ccu m u la t io n .  

 

INTERPRETING YOUR SCORE 

 

  Very  Go o d : Ve r y  lit t le  ch a n ge  in  m a n a gem en t  is  n eed ed  b u t  n ew in n o va t io n s m a y  st ill b e  

a p p r o p r ia t e . 

 Go o d :    Im p r o vem en t s will b en e fit  p a st u r e  p r o d u ct iv it y . Im p lem en t  m o st  b en e ficia l p r a ct ice (s)  fir st .  

 Po o r:     Ch a n ges a r e  n eed ed  so o n . A h igh  r e t u r n  o n  in vest m en t  is  like ly .  

 Very  Po o r: Th e  p a st u r e  r eq u ir e s m a jo r  in p u t s o f t im e , m a n a gem en t . Im m ed ia t e  ch a n ges a r e  

su ggest ed . 


