Published Articles




NOFA

NEW HAMPSHIRE

S

THE VOICE OF ORGANIC AGRICULTURE IN NEW HAMPSHIRE

On October 8th

Comn is believed to be
over 5,000 years old. It
may have first beenawild,
seed-bearing plant with
tiny, one-inch-long ears.
Today corn is the major
crop in the world. Most of
it has been grown from
hybrid seedstock and has
been developed by giant
seed companies. Many
natural varieties of com
are being lost each year.

NOFA-NH andthe Mt
Kearsarge Indian Muse-
um in Warner will sponsor
a lecture on Saturday,
October 8 at 7 PM by Carl
Barnes that will be of
interest to growers and
non-growers alike. Carl is
a Cherokee Indian who
has been saving and
preserving Native Ameri-
can com varieties for the
past 50 years. His work
has been featured in
major publicatigns (like
National Geographic).

The Mt Kearsarge
Museum has one of the
largest private collections
of Native American
artifacts around. To find
the Museum, take I-89
north to Exit 8 and follow
the signs. If you wish to
attend, please let the
Museum know by calling
ahead: 456-2600. This
talk promises to be very
interesting, thought-
provoking and possibly a
once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity. Admission is §5.
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ON SMALL Fruits & Solar QOLFCARTS

y operate a 2-ton pickup truck
to dothejob that asolar-powered
golfcart could do? Like all

farmers we have many transportation
needs on our farm: tools, materials,
produce and customers (for our PYO
operation). We have been using Garden
Way carts, wheelbarrows, a jeep, tractor
and pickup for hauling heretofore. We got
to thinking: doesthis make sense? Inspired
by a request for a proposal from Sustain-
able Agriculture Research and Education
(formerly LISA), we requested funds to
retrofit a used golfcart so it would be
powered by photovoltaic (solar) batteries.
We knew a solar vehicle could do many of
the tasks which now require fossil fuels.
There were several issues here: increase
in farm safety due to low speed and low
center of gravity, use of renewable energy,
reduction of farm-generated pollution,
reduction of farm costs, reduction of soil

This solar-powered golfcart was funded in part by
a grant from USDA's SARE program (formerly LISA).

YORREL

If you can't attend the NOFA-NH annual
Membership Meeting on November 1, then
use the ballot inside for Board elections.

compaction through use of alightervehicle,
and improved access for our disabled and
elderly customers.

Fortunately, the project was (partially)
funded. We created a “Solar Surrey” (or
PVEV— photovoltaic electric vehicle) using
a used EZ-GO golfcart with 6 six-volt
batteries ($500), 3 100-watt photovoltaic
modules mounted on steel supports
($2100), and connected it to a charge-
controller to prevent overcharging ($180).
We have been using the cart since June
6th without needing to use an electric
charger. The cart can run for about 45
minutes each day on its own sclar power.
It doesn’t use power when the vehicle is
not moving because there is no idling. We
hope touse it into December with weeding,
mulching, pruning, etc., and save about
50 gallons of gas this first year. We want
to add a rack on the back so we can take
full advantage of its 700-pound payload.
We've discovered that we could have been
using the cart three times as much as we
doeach day. (We've used it for 822 minutes
— 13* hours — through the end of July.)

If you are excited by this idea and
would like to know more about its function-
ing, come visit us at Berry Hill Farm (61
Heights Road, Stratham. 772-6646) for a
meeting on September 21 at 4:30 PM.

t this meeting there will also be a
Apresentation on growing quality
berries with an emphasis on pest
prevention and control options with UNH
Extension specialists, Alan Eaton, Bill
Lord, Cheryl Smith and Stan Swier.
Pesticide credits have been requested
for attending this session.

— Caroline and Buck Robinson
Berry Hill Farm, Stratham
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mendations and read them. It isa 29
pages on crop production standards, 27 pages on live-
o;lhhdmgﬂ oath?Orpmc
pages on requirements for organic °
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out these pages in the full light of public scrutiny.
Over the past two and a
all over the country where any interesied party was

ways al convenient seasons, were attended
organic farmers, consumers and representative

tification programs. Members of the NOSB made « ©
themselves available 10 discuss their proposals at or-*
ganic meetings and conferences and sat still for some *
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specialist on accreditation. (How Grace will fare in the
belly of USDA is anyone's guess. | am sure she will be
happy 1 hear from old friends in the Northeast.) Since
the NOSB is an advisory board, USDA is not
10 use all of its su, And USDA does not have
mdrhneurexplmmchnmmwhhc.

Thnuwhylapﬁ:lwywanmmdmriosnm
ommendations. write 10 USDA and tell them
what you think. To be sure your views do not get lost
in a lower drawer somewhere, send me a copy wo
(P.O. Box 149, Rose, NY 14542), Some of these let-
ters will be prinied in a coming issue of Farmer to
Farmer, the Ozarks paper devoted 1o the organic legis-
lation, which will soon have a new, countrywide edito-
nal board. When the regulations appear in the Federal
Register, we will all have done our homework and
will be ready to evaluate them in comparison with the
legislation and the NOSB's work.

Along with the NOSB recommendations, USDA can
also send you the drafls of several pieces which have
not been finalized. These include the National List for
prohibited natural and allowed synthetic materials,
specialized standards for greenhouse and mushroom
producuonmdumunmmn zmlcgnod manufac-
turing practices.” Comments (in 16 copies) on these
drafits are invited. Write 1o Michael Hankin or Ted
Rogers, USDAJAMS/TMD Room 2510-S, P.O. Box
gg;s%gzm gron, DC 20009-6456, or call (202)

Another little-publicized portion of the USDA OFPA

sufl‘ is 10 produce an economic impact study on
ect of the legislation on organic farming and the

orxlnlt:lnduury Julie Anton, an agricultural econo-

mist, is in charge of this project. If you have views on

the potential economic effect of this law on farm,
the region or the "industry”, please write 10 Julie at the
above address.

mNOSBwﬂlcamueuvaiurwadw
USDAWIﬂymd completion of the regulations.
fouropu:mpmlth B in the near
future. If you are interested in serving please contact
me or Katherine DiMatieo of the i Pro-
duction Association of North America (OFPANA) at
P.O. Box 1078, Greenficld, MA 01302 (413) 774-
7511. Once again, despite the Bush administration's
poor response 10 us in 1991, the Organic Farmers As-
sociations Caucus (OFAC) .lnd OFPANA are cooper-

ating on joint recommendations of candidates for the
NOSB.

In a letter accompanying the NOSB recommendations,
Michael Sligh adds a suggestion of his own; that the

years they held hearings
wchomempamclpnm.mehlhmtd- .

of Michael S| Ex-
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‘A Solar-Powered Farm Cart

“by Caroline & Buck Robinson
61 Heights Rd., Stratham NH 03885
(603) 772-6646

Why operate a 4000-pound pick-up to do the job
that a solar-powered golf cart can do? Like all
farmers, we have many daily transportation needs
on the farm. We use Garden Way cans, wheelbar-
rows, a jeep, tractor and pick-up truck to haul ma-
terials (o and from the fields, We got to thinking,
“does this make sense?” Inspired by a request for
proposals from SARE (Sustainable Agriculture Re-
search & Education), we requested funds to retrofit
a used golf cart so that it would be powered by
photovoltaic (solar) modules,

We cumrently grow three types of berries: strawber-
ries, raspberries and blueberries, for both pick-
your-own and wholesale customers. We have 2.5
acres under cultivation. We needed the cart for on-
farm transportation of tools, materials and berries,
and to reduce our use of intemal combustion en-
gines. During the hours that our farm is open 1o the
public, the vehicle would also be used to transport
customers with disabilities from the parking lot to
our berry patches where, if necessary, they could
pick from the cart.

Having had some experience with photovoltaics,
we knew that a solar vehicle could do many of the
tasks which now require fossil fuels, There were
several issues for us here: increase in farm safety
due Lo low speed and low center of gravily; use ol’
renewable energy; reduction of farm-

lution; reduction of farm costs; reduction of soil
compaction through use of a lighter vehicle; and fi-
nally, improved access for people with disabilities
and elderly customers.

was funded. The cart was
muuftued un Jum and we have been using it
all summer. We call it the Solar Surrey or the
PVEV (photovoltaic electric vehicle). Here is what

by J. Claude Bourrut

During her workshop “Healthy School Lunches” at
the recent NOFA Summer Conference, Jane
Dewey from Northeast Coops presented different
programs trying to improve school lunches served
in cafeterias across New England and the U. S.

NOFA Conference Report: A Trip into the School Cafeteria

was involved: we bought a golf cart (a $500 used
EZ-GO, with 6 six-volt batteries; we bought 3 pho-
tovoltaic modules of 100 watts each (total $2100);
we mounted the modules on steel supports bolted
10 the sides of the cart; and finally conngcled them
10 a charge controller ($180), Lo prevent overcharg-
ing, and 1o batteries located under the bench seat.
The modules thus serve as the roof of the can, col-
lecting energy while they keep us in the shade.

Our solar input averages 7 amps per hour @ 36
volts, for about 5 hours per day (10 am 10 3 pm), or
35 amp hours per day. The EZ-GO cart draws 50
amps per hour (@ 36 volts) when it is running.
Therefore, the cart can run on its own solar power
for about 45 minutes per day. (Unlike an internal
combustion engine, an electric motor does not use
power when the vehicle is not moving, because
there is no idling.) We do have an electric charger,
but have not had 1o use it since early June when the
modules were installed.

We now find that we could have been using the
cart three times as much as we do each day. We've
kept a record of the minutes we have used it, and
our total through July is 822. We figure that we
saved about 16.5 gallons of gas up to that point.
We will use it into December with weeding, mulch-
ing, pruning, eic. so we hope to save almost 50 gal-
lons of gas during this first year, We also plan 1o
add a rack on the back which will allow us 10 take
full advantage of the 700 pound payload. We are
just beginning Lo tap the potential of this litle solar
workhorse! We didn't even anticipate the can's
most important benefit: saving time.

Come see the cart at the Twilight Meeting on Sep-
tember 21st at 4:30 pm. Berry Hill Farm is located
at 61 Heights Rd., Stratham, NH (603) 772-6646.
Partial funding for the work reported here was pro-
vided by a grant from the USDA Sustainable Agri-
culture Research and Education Program.

concern, along with the Commodity Program. Solu-
tions have to be worked with and around them. Nu-
merous resources exist (magazines and bulletins,
food coops such as Northeast, people who have
been successful in their schools...)

Overall, a positive and constructive approach made
a lively workshop, unfortunately attended ho 1an
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Courtesy photo
This golf cart’s unique roof helps supply the
power it needs to move. The Berry Hill Farm
in Stratham has been experimenting with the
“Solar Surry.” See Notebook item below.

Solar power
puts local farm
in driver’s seat

ut a few photovoltaic modules on top of

a golf cart and voila! Instant farm

equipment that saves time, money and
energy.

Berry Hill Farm in Stratham has tried this
over the summer and claim it saved 16.5 gal-
lons of gas through July. They hope to save
about 50 gallons by the end of the year.

Farm owners received grant money to buy a
used golf cart, three 100-watt photovoltaic
modules and a charge controller (totaling
$2.780). They mounted the modules on the
cart as a roof, which serves as a shade while
collecting energy.

The so-called “Solar Surry” Is being used
instead of wheelbarrow, carts, tractors and
pick up trucks to carry materials to and from
the fields. It will be used in the cooler months
for weeding, mulching and pruning.

The Solar Surry is also used to transport
customers with disabilities to the berry

patches for picking,
—Daphne Sterling
Near the top

I'he snowplowing team of Jefl Beck and Jay
Perkins came close to winning the plow crown
last week.

The Exeter Public Works Department had
three leauns compeling in a snowplow rally at
Phillips Exeter Academy last Thursday, but
the Beck/Perkins duo was the only to score
highly.

They eamed two second places (in “pre-trip
inspection” and a multiple choice quiz) and

one third place (in front plow mounting).
Sull.such success could not decail the

First year of

Health-care contribution
continues to be issue
of contention for some

By Daphne Sterling
RCN Stall

STRATHAM — Despite an argument that the
town needs more than a 5 percent health-care
contribution from teachers, voters approved money
for the first year of a three-year contract Friday
night.

The volers approved $54,036 for the first year ol
additional costs associated with the new contract
in a ballot vote of 66-32.

Selectmen Chalrman Martin Wool took a stand
against the contract at the special school district
meeting, saying teachers should “get into the real
world” and contribute more than 5 percent toward
health Insurance,

Wool said the district’s expenses are soaring too
fast to not have teachers compromise more

He cited other school districts in which teachers
pay 10 percent toward their health Insurance
premiums. He also noted that although town em-
ployees may not contribute anything for health
care, there are fewer town employees and they earn
less than teachers, so it would not be a valid com-
parison.

The town has an excellent school system, he
said. Bul calling it a “Catch 22" situation, Wool
said, "Realtors go out and tell people that and they
flood inlo town.” Costs therefore spiral upward.

In what he called an unprecedented move. the
Stratham Memorial School was built four years ago

teachers p

| Teachers: Vot

By Daphne Sterling
RCN Stafl 7
STRATHAM — Contracts are premn
seltled and approved. Now
teachers just want to get on
with teaching.
It took seven months for ar
teachers to agree with the W
administration on the three-

year contract, settled in June, a
and both sides gave up more "'
than they wanted. Voters ap- [
proved the contract Friday

night at a special school dis-
trict meeting.

But those who felt comfort
able speaking about the sen
sitive topic Monday at school lea
sald they felt the compromise  Wwas

was fair, considering the der
economy; and that school is off "'t
lo a positive start this year. reall

with extra rooms. Now, because of the
ulation, he said, those rooms are full

According to Principal Gail Hilt i
dents enrolled this summer. The stud
tion Is now 706.

The problem with the budget. Wo
lixed costs such as heat, lights and
vices don't leave much room to cut

Every Scheol Board member voted

Hats off

David Slater of Pelham sizes up a hat for his granddaughter, Stephanie, 5. of Strathar
annual Lincoln Street School flea market Saturday morning in Exeter




Solar Golf Cart Lightens
Farmers’ Load

O,,:o::o and Buck Robinson, who grow 2.5 acres
of Pick-Your-Own and wholesale strawberries,
raspberries and blueberries in Stratham, New Hamp-
shire, have found a way to increase farm safety, use
renewable ¢nergy, reduce pollution, farm costs and soil
compaction, and help people with disabilities. They
retrofitted a used, $500 golf cart with three photo-
voltaic modules of 100 watts each (total $2100) and
used the cart to transport tools, materials and berries
and to transport customers with disabilities from their
parking lot to the berry patches, where these cus-
tomers could even pick from the cart.

The modules, which collect energy as they shade rid-
ers, are mounted on steel supports bolted to the sides
of the cart and are connected to a charge controller
($180) to prevent overcharging and to six 6-volt bat-
teries. The solar input averages about 35 amps per
day and the cart draws about 50 amps per hour, so the
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cart can run on solar power for about
45 minutes per day. (It uses no power
when the vehicle is not moving.)

The Robinsons used their cart for
822 minutes during the first few
months of the growing season, saving
about 16.5 gallons of gas. They will
continue to use the cart into Decem-
ber for weeding, mulching, pruning,
etc., so they hope to save almost 50 gal-
lons of gas this year. Next year they
plan to put a rack on the back to take
advantage of the 700-pound payload.

“We are just beginning to tap the
potential of this little solar workhorse,”
say the Robinsons. “We didn’t even
anticipate the cart’s most important
benefit: saving time.”

For more information, contact the
Robinsons at 61 Heights Rd., Stratham,
NH (603-772-6646). The Robinsons’
project received partial funding from a grant from
the USDA Sustainable Agriculture Research and Edu-
cation Program (SARE, formerly LISA).

This golf cart, adapted to run on solar power, saved
time and fuel for the Robinsons.

A Harmonious Solution
to Rodents in the Barn

ur farm is surrounded by 20 acres of open pasture
bordered by woods — the perfect habitat for
rodents. Because of our concern over the risk of
Salmonella spreading to our laying flock from rodents

o

Voting Guide

>w a non-profit organization, MOFGA can-
not endorse a political candidate. However,
as you go to the polls this fall, you might want
to keep the following “Manna-Pesto” in mind.
It was sent to MOFGA by Freda Meredith of Dix-
mont, who says she came across it about 20




