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1. What was the problem you examined? Why is this problem important to solve?
Briefly summarize the problem you planned to work on in the original proposal and tell why it is important. 

The effect of pitching the raised beds in the greenhouse on winter soil temperature. In hopes to increase soil temp during the winter for salad production.

2. Describe your project activities. 
Explain what you did, how you did it, and describe any changes you made during the experiment. Tell why the changes were important. 

I took soil temperatures in 4 different beds in the same greenhouse. Two of the beds were pitched and two were flat. Temperatures were taken in 4 different positions in each bed. Greenhouse air temp was tracked as well as weather and outside temperature. 

3. Discuss the results you found and any conclusions you draw from them. 
Share your data or the observations you collected. Describe the results and what it means to you. Describe any conditions that may have affected your experiment. Explain your results so that other farmers can understand what happened and tell what you think the results means. 

A look at my results shows little to no difference in soil temperature during the dead of winter. However, as the sun moved higher in the horizon after Feb. 4th the pitched beds warmed more quickly. In the end I feel that there were too many variables that needed to be controlled or eliminated. A few examples are Northern and Southern most beds within the greenhouse. Each of which received more or less sunlight based on position and height of snow against the greenhouse.

I had one bed that was raised at twice the height of the other beds (16” versus 8”) The 16” bed attained the ambient air temperature much quicker than the other beds.

4. Describe how you will use your results and future research needs. 
Tell how your results will change practices on your farm. Discuss new research ideas you developed from doing this research. What work still needs to be done to solve the problem? What do you think is the next step? 

Moving forward I plan on looking into subsoil heat and more importantly looking into raising the beds even higher to see how this will effect soil temperature during the winter months. 

5. Outreach 
Please let us know if you used or plan to use your results in any talks you give to other farmers or articles you write.

My results were used at the Winter Conference on Greenhouse Energy conservation in Manchester, NH.

