My name is Stacey Schoellerman and this summer I graduated from high school. Since life and college is very expensive, I wanted to get a summer job. I was thrilled to hear from my college counselor at school that there was an internship for Placer county farms. I love animals and being outside and this sounded like the perfect job for me. After applying, I anxiously awaited to hear back and was delighted to get the job! 

We interns had a few days of training before we went out to the farms where we learned about specific crops, animals, and very helpful information and background on how the farms would be operating. It was immensely helpful to learn beforehand about things like crop covers and diseases when we were out working we understood what and why the farmers did what they did. I live on five acres with a small orchard, and raise poultry through 4-H and so I know a lot about maintenance and all the work that goes into owning a property. However, I didn’t know a bunch about actually farming and until the internship didn’t completely realize the extent that I love outside work. 


Over the summer I traveled to five different farms learning about and working with melons, eggs, produce, mandarins, flowers, sheep, timber, and a vineyard with winery. I learned a lot and really enjoyed my summer. I learned how to plant and pick melons, tomatoes, beans, flowers, how to pick onions and garlic. I learned about pasturing animals, how you have to rotate them, I learned how to take an average of how much board feet per acre there is of wood, I learned all about vineyards and wine. I was able to put down tarp and plant rows and of course, weed! I knew a lot, but there was a whole lot more that I had the opportunity to work with and learn hands on. I also attended some farmers’ markets and was able to see how to best sell your product and learn about being organic and how these farmers are able to keep their businesses going. There is so much more to farming than just taking care of plants. You need to buy equipment and know how to support yourself. You need to constantly be doing research on diseases, what products and plants to use, and much more. Farming makes an enormous impact. It changes the people who work at the farm, teaching responsibility, hard, honest work, and even basic skills that can be used even on a small plot of land if one wants to plant a tiny garden. The farm industry also helps the community. Fresh food that is not stocked full of all sorts of pesticides and who knows what else keeps a person healthier in body and spirit. Local farming brings money into that city. Additionally, if there were more farmers in America we would not need to be supported in as many areas by other foreign countries that have lower quality standards. . 


All of the farmers were very helpful and generous. Any questions we had ranging from crops and bugs to grants and financial issues faced were answered. They shared information with us so that we would know what to do and what not to do if we ever want to farm, or garden. I thoroughly enjoyed working on the farms and don’t get me wrong, it was physical work, but overall I really enjoyed this internship and would gladly do it again. I have already been able to put to use what I have learned and expect to continue to use it. Additionally I recommend that anyone who gets the opportunity to either do an internship like mine or support an internship program should do so and any investment, whether time or money is worth it. If nothing else you come out being more knowledgeable, and one can never have too much knowledge. My internship was wonderful and I just might look for another internship next year. 

