In the last century, small farms grew grain for their homesteading needs and livestock feed, but much of small-scale production knowledge
and infrastructure has been lost. High feed costs, desire for self-sufficiency and enterprise diversity have led to renewed interest in small-
scale grain production. “Growing Grains on a Small Farm” assists producers in reclaiming lost knowledge and appropriately scaled
equipment, and also information on new disease — resistant varietals suitable for organic and low-input production.
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Program content and delivery methods- January through October,
2010 we held a series of six classes on producing grains on a small
farm. The course material included demonstration of equipment,
production techniques for each phase of the growing season (varietal
selection, field prep, seeding, harvesting), as well as marketing
networks and equipment- sharing cooperatives. The first class
brought together brewers and bakers with farmers. The panel
comprised of bakers, brewers, a chef, and representatives from the
local flourmill talked about pricing, quality control, storage, and other
potential obstacles. The classes that followed each took place on
local farms during the growing season. In addition, there was a field
trial component whereby three producers were contracted to grow
different wheat varietals (heritage and modern). The Wheat Lab in
Portland analyzed the grain for protein, ash, and falling numbers.
Data will contribute to a fact sheet publishing the results of the trial.




