
You’re Invited !
On-Farm Field Day

Agroforestry and Sustainable Fruit Production 
Research at Hilltop Community Farm - Design 

and Application for Growers

Saturday, May 15, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Lunch, resources provided. 

Suggested donation $5
Hilltop Community Farm, La Valle, WI

Host farmer(s): Erin Schneider and Rob McClure

www.hilltopcommunityfarm.org; 608-257-6729
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Agroforestry and Sustainable Fruit Production Research at Hilltop Community 
Farm - Design and Application for Growers

Explore ways to transition land to an agroforestry system - adding diversity, markets, and income 
to your farm. Learn about sustainable fruit production research being conducted at Hilltop 
Community Farm and discover ways to design and implement an agroforestry system – 
considering sustainability at all levels. We'll also share resources and lessons we are learning from 

the field as we attempt to grow uncommon yet marketable fruits such as aronia, quince, 
currant, saskatoon and others. In addition to expanding unique varieties of Midwest – grown 
fruits, these species exhibit much potential for organic production, are high yielding, 
environmentally friendly, and are an exceptionally nutritional food source. 

We are expanding upon the successful research conducted by Dale and Cindy Secher of 
Carandale Farms in Oregon, WI – testing the adaptability of the eight most successful varieties 
from their trials to different regional growing conditions. Growing these fruits can lead to 
increased economic viability for small – mid-sized farms. There will be a mix of round-table 
discussion, hands-on activities, and a site tour. Lunch and snacks provided. You will leave the day 
with plant lists, resources on growing these fruits, and a base map for scheming and dreaming up 
your own agroforestry system. Dress for spending time outdoors. 

RSVP by May 3 to Erin Schneider, Hilltop Community Farm, LLC at 

608-257-6729 or email e.schneider.hilltopfarm@gmail.com

Support for our research is sponsored by the North Central Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Farmer Rancher Grant 
Program and the WIRED workforce development program. Special thanks to the Madison Area Community Supported Agriculture 

Coalition, UW Madison Center for Integrated Agricultural Systems, WI Agriculture Innovation Center, Dale and Cindy Secher of 
Carandale Farms, the Natural Resource Conservation Service and Julianne Hunter of Future Deco Designs.
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