

Minnesota Statewide Farm to School Leadership Team
Purpose:  The statewide Farm to School Leadership Team, as part of a larger Farm to School Network, has been formed to foster a spirit of cross-agency collaboration and provide an environment conducive to and supportive of Farm to School efforts in Minnesota.  
Through this collaboration we will:
· build a strong foundation for innovative approaches to increase the use of locally grown products in our schools thus contributing
to healthier children and a stronger MN economy. 
· facilitate a rich pooling of ideas and resources that can result in more effective communication and ultimately positive results that could not be done by any one partner, all while reducing the burden of leadership on any single entity. 
· build upon unprecedented success of past collaborations that we anticipate will lead to successes not seen in any other state.
·  optimize the current fiscal realities of our economy and the ever evolving resource allocation priorities offering new opportunities that are best executed through strong partnerships.
We believe Minnesota has a vibrant future ahead for Farm to School and we acknowledge that partner priorities may change and new partners and leaders will emerge as the work evolves. We recognize that by partnering, we provide a state level platform of collaboration to achieve shared goals.

