Four Season Farmer Development Program (4SFDP)

November 5, 2010

RFP for property lease for the Four Season Farmer Development Program

The Four Season Farmer Development Program (4SFDP) has recently been awarded a 2-year grant from the USDA.  Broad goals of the project include demonstrating the efficacy of a coordinated effort at the local level to attract, train, and retain four-season farmers in the Southeast Michigan area.  As part of this long-term effort the 4SFDP will develop a central “farm campus” to use as the its educational and demonstration program.

The 4SFDP plans to have a fully functional four-season farm in place and operating by early 2011.  In order to make this happen, we are looking to enter into a long-term lease with a local landowner.  The lease will cover land to be used exclusively for farming, education and other potential food-system projects. We are looking for a proposal from you, a local landowner, to partner with us by housing this important new project.  The proposal should include: 

1. A confirmation of your willingness to enter a ten-year renewable lease on your property

2. Any conditions or requirements which you foresee as part of the lease

3. A target price per acre for the property, which we are looking to lease

The requested a proposal should be emailed to jeff@selmacafe.org by November 23, 2010.  The projected time-line calls for having a signed lease by December 10, 2010.  This would enable the 4SFP to launch the Four-Season Farmer project and admit and begin training new farmers starting in January of 2011.

The 4SFDP will invest approximately $35,000 toward capital improvements it will provide to the leased land.  The monies required to erect the following structures are approved and will be funded under the USDA grant:

In December 2010, the 4SFDP will build:

· Hoop House (4500 sq. ft.) 

During 2011, the 4SFDP will build:

· Wash-Pack shed – An area to clean and store vegetables 

· Root-cellar – An underground storage room 

· Mobile hoop-house – Of approximately 2000 sq. ft. that will be able to move to 3 distinct “footprints” on the field crop area.

The 4SFP is looking for someone more than just a landlord for this program.  We seek a partner in developing the local food and farming industry.  The 4SFDP aims to develop a nationally known model farm and an educational program available for many to utilize and use as a model for future projects.  We see this program as a great asset to farmers, the property owner and the community.

Please review the Lease Framework and contact me with questions.

Sincerely,

Jeff McCabe
Lease Framework

The 4SFDP has recently been awarded a 2-year grant from the USDA.  The goal of the grant is to develop a permanent four-season farmer program to demonstrate the efficacy of developing, training, and retaining farmers in Southeast Michigan.  Please use this document as a framework for preparing a proposal for a long-term lease with the Four Season Farmer Development Program (4SFDP) addressing all of the following criteria:

	Lease Parameter
	What the Four Season Development Farmer Program seeks

	Term of lease
	10 years with renewal option

	Cost of lease
	To be negotiated. We seed low to no cost as the program will be covering all of its administrative and other expenses and seeks a land partner with a comparable mission that can support these land costs

	Amount and physical description of the land
	Minimum 10 acres; maximum 200 acres 

	Sub-let option 
	Option to sublet land for transitional and organic farming for land not actively part of the Four Season Farmer Development Program (Preference will be given to landowners who are willing to follow organic practices or to land that has been managed following organic practices for the past 3 years.)

	Infra-structure
	Access to water, electricity, sanitation (outhouse at minimum).

	Buildings and/or other improvements to be provided with the property
	Barn, shed or other storage options, as available per property

	Access
	24 – 7

	Parking
	Minimum 10 spaces, as applicable under local zoning ordinances


Proposals should be emailed to Jeff McCabe by November 23, 2010.  

jeff@selmacafe.org
722 Soule

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105

(734) 845-0079
