GRAZING PLANNING: WHAT ARE
YOUR GOALS?




INSANITY: DO THE SAME THING EVERY YEAR AND EXPECT A
DIFFERENT RESULT

“THAT’S THE WAY WE'VE ALWAYS DONE IT”

“THAT WON”T WORK HERE”




CAN WE CHANGE OUR MINDSET?
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How is the fertility?
How much barn feeding?

Do you need a min. 30%DM?
What to do in a drought?
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Can we graze this farm?

‘Horse Boarding & Riding
‘lesson Operation
|

117 Animals

|-12 Adult Horses
|5 Ponies

|

125 Acres of hay available
for mechanical harvesting
‘iat another site

'Currently feeding nine 451b
' bales a day

(

(Currently about 2-3 acres
‘ are "grazed"

‘Less than 10% of animal
forage requirments are met
' by grazing at  this time

110 Acres of land available
[for grazing, with the
' possablity of a maximum
‘of 2 more acres available
|on site.

\
(All animals are housed at
‘barn and sacrifice area
| during winter months.

|

' Will need water source to
paddocks

\

** The #1 priority for the
| district at this site Is water
' quality improvements**

Legend
MC Paroels

— Stroarrs

e Grazing Land Available
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7 UN1
* S Pasture
: L 14.3 ac.

\
HIGH FPASTURES:RD =




190 (Vershne-Dummé}ston complex, wall dram;éd) &L 4
20C70 (Glover-Vérshine complex, well Somewhat ex,’ces'sj[vélf&mned)

2\CiD .{Shelbume hine' sandy Moam, well diained)

¥ 24 "(Podunk fine sandy bw«atﬂy we|l drained} ‘\ : 1
281C (Buckfand joam. m &y well draihed)

26€ - (Buckland lpam, very 'stony. moderateiywell dramed)

T { Rumney fi andy loam, pootly digined) ¢

58 (Windsorlgamy Fine sand,‘excessively drainédy




285 vegeta’twe bvfkr/ nutnem apprcatlon setback from surface water
Sl hutcient bpp)ﬁ:.zhon Sethack from wells & springs
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y OTTAUQUECHEE RIVER |

Scale 1:7,920 (1" =660"or 1 sq. in.= 10 ac)




1
Pasture
210 ac.

Legend

Tract number
1013

— E911 Roads

O

Scale 1:7,920 (1" = 660" or 1 sq. in. = 10 ac.)

330 0 330 660 990 1
Feet
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Tract Number
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SPRING TIME CAUTION:
OVERGRAZING DANGER!

»0Overgrazing is not just grazing a
plant severely!

»0Overgrazing happens when a plant
that is growing from carbohydrate
reserves is grazed. “Grazing the
roots.”

»0Overgrazing happens when we
stay too long, come back too soon

» Graze too soon after dormancy.
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Animal impact




After animal impact
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Over rest?




'
v

-




Dry Matter per head per day per acre (1000 |b. cow eats 3% BW = 30lbsDM/day)

Standard Animal Unit “SAU” 1000 pounds

Animal Day per Acre “ADA” how much she will eat in a day

Cow Day per Acre “CDA” 30 lbs DM



DRAFT PLAN adapted and modified from NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
SYRACUSE, NEW YORK

PRESCRIBED GRAZING MANAGEMENT PLANNING WORKSHEET

LANDOWNERS NAME DATE

STEP la. Estimate the Forage Demand:

The forage demand is the amount of forage dry matter (DM) required to feed a group of livestock for one day. Itis
calculated based on the rule of thumb that grazing animals require an amount of forage DM equal to about 2.5 to 3.0% of
their body weight per day. For lactating animals and growing stock use 3.0% of body weight. For all other classes of
livestock use 2.5%.

1 X .025 or .03 = X =
Average Weight/Animal Lbs DM/Head/Day # of Animals Forage Demand
2 X .025 or .03 = X =

Unadjusted Daily Forage Demand

Lbs/Dm/Day

Step 1b. Adjust Daily Forage Demand as a result of supplemental feed use by deducting the pounds of
supplemental feeds from the daily forage demand.

If supplemental forages are provided, they are substituted on a pound for pound basis. If supplemental grain is fed, the
substitution rate is one pound of grain equals .5 pounds of forage.

Unadjusted Daily Forage Demand - Lbs of supplemental feed =
Lbs/DM/Day Lbs/DM/Day

Adjusted Daily Forage Demand

Lbs/DM/Day



STEP 2. Estimate the Forage Supply:
This is the amount of forage dry matter that is estimated to be available for grazing after a 20-day
growth period in the spring and a 30-day growth period in the summer and fall.

*NOTE** These values are for planning purposes only. They reflect average growing conditions,
pastures that are in good condition, soil fertility maintained to soil test recommendations and pH not
less than 5.8. Unless actual measured yields are available, use estimated yields from NRCS data, New
York Agricultural Land Classification data or the Cornell University Forage Species Selection Tool
located on the website www.forages.org. Use the following table to convert hay yields in
Tons/DM/Acre/Year to Forage Availability in Lbs/DM/Acre/rotation.

Forage Availability Estimates

Hay Yield Tons/DM/Acre/Year 55 50 45 40 35 30 25 20

Forage Availability Lbs/DM/Acre/Rotation 2200 2000 1800 1600 1400 1200 1000 800

Soil Map Symbol 1 2 3 4 * Depending on pasture conditions and
forage density:

Number of Acres 1 2 3 4 100-1501bs/DM/inch of forage (fair)

Forage Supply 1 2 3 4

Lbs/DM/Acre/Rotation 250-300Ibs/DM/inch of forage (good)

200-250lbs/DM/inch of forage (av.)

300-4001bs/DM/inch of forage (EX)




Step 3. Select Residency Period: Note** One half to 1-day residency periods are

_ , recommended for lactating dairy cows. Residency

Residency Period____ periods of 2 to 7 days may be used for all other
Days livestock. To maximize harvest efficiency, use

shorter residency periods.

Step 4. Determine Paddock Size by Major Soil Type:
Paddock size is based on meeting the forage demand of the livestock for the designated residency period.

1 = = X =

Forage Demand Forage Supply Acres Required/Day Residency Period Paddock Size (Ac)
2 = = X =

Forage Demand Forage Supply Acres Required/Day Residency Period Paddock Size (Ac)
3 = = X =

Forage Demand Forage Supply Acres Required/Day Residency Period Paddock Size (Ac)
4 + = X =

Forage Demand Forage Supply Acres Required/Day Residency Period Paddock Size (Ac)

Step 5. Determine the Number of Paddocks

20 days rest =+ = +1 =

Residency Period Number of Paddocks
30 days rest =+ = +1 =

Residency Period Number of Paddocks
45 days rest =+ = +1 =

Residency Period Number of Paddocks
60 days rest + = +1 =

Residency Period Number of Paddocks
90 days rest =+ = Sl =

Residency Period Number of Paddocks



.00 ]
Total actual Acres Total # days rest
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PRESS RELEASE

The "Conversations in Grazing” series welcomes
Nebraskan Grazier and Strongman, Kevin Fulton to CNY

The Madison County Grazier’s Group invites interested farmers and consumers to
Ingallside Meadows Farm, 3111 Ingalls Corners Rd. Canastota, N.Y on Tuesday,
February 3, 2009 from 11am to 3pm to hear about grass-fed beef production,
marketing and practical grazing management.

After coming off a standing ovation at Grasstravaganza 2008, the strength, power-lifting
coach, turned grass farmer, Kevin Fulton now returns to snow country for an encore of
passion, inspiration and information on producing high quality, humanely raised, organic
beef on his 2800 acre farm, of which 2300 acres are native grassland prairie. He custom
grazes 800 head of cattle for many prominent grass-fed beef companies as well as
growing his own herd of Galloway cattle. “Grass management is the cornerstone of our
family’s operation and a great way to farm for the next generation”, he emphasized.

A light homemade lunch featuring local products will be provided.
Admission to this program will be $10.00/person. Space IS limited and on a first

come first serve basis. Please call Troy Bishopp, Madison Co. SWCD @ (315)
824-9849 to reserve your spot.









Good Pastures, Happy Cows,
Family Farms and
Ice Cream -~

by Troy Bishopp, Madison Co. SWCD Graz-

Ing Specialist

These were the highlights of the Mad|-

son County Sofl and Water Conservation
P District's and the GRAZE-NY Program’s
E Twilight Grazing Management August

Pasture walks.

The view of Onetda Lake was a itting
backdrop for why rotational grazing (s an
Important component In the operations
of the two hast datry farm familles and
the entire watershed, The Agricultura)
Environmental Management (AEM) Pro-
Kram recognizes that sedimentation s
the number one concern of the Oneida
Lake Watershed and that well mannged

antly reduce soll ero.
ston and tmprove water quality;

This was the basis for learning more
ibout the challenges and opportunities
o pusturing animals. Improving the eco-
lomics of & grizing farm and having dia.

gue between fellow farmers,

mi-

dairy farm that (=2

Eblished & rotatsonal grazing system
1S Spring to aid in herd health, cut ul-

d improve labor sav-
of five big pastures

smaller daily pastor) moves every 12
hours, Ronk has séeen Asavings of $1300
a month on grain and Nas only used 11
bales of baleage, down rom 150 used
last year at this time.

The group of 30 farmers vere fotned by
Dr. Ann Clark, Associate PYofessor from
the University of Guelph, Ontarto who
made everyone a consults L
night. "Plant diversity mi
height and stocking rate” she &

Clipping helght of pastures
discussed and should be clippe
the height vou want them to gra
tering {8sues were brought to th
sultants® attention. it Was refteratel that
the closer the water, the better the per-
formance of the antn 1al, along with ko \ep-
Ing the manure in the growing forage
feeding the sofl life. The wildlife arould
the farm fooked appreciative of the lattey-
as the cowbirds and turkeys were happt
Iy enjoying a smordashord of fnsects.
Ronk is alsg reclaiming fallow land that,
“Was all pastured some 60 years ago ac-



