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Practical Partnerships 
A New England Sustainable Agriculture Conference 
NOVEMBER 1 7 - 1 8 , 1 9 9 7 
HOLIDAY INN BY THE BAY 
PORTLAND, MAINE 

Farmers, extension and agency personnel, and other agriculture 
advocates are invited to comejogether to explore practical steps to 
sustain New England agriculture at Practical Partnerships: A New 
England Sustainable Agriculture Conference. 
The conference will be an opportunity for you to learn about and share information on existing 
and emerging sustainable farming practices and strategies to build community support for 
regional agriculture. Join us and take part in interactive workshops that pair farmers with public 
and private agency representatives who will lead discussions on practical tools and approaches in 
four workshop theme areas: Whole Farm Approaches, Sustainable Commodity Production* Beyond 
the Farm Gate: Community Connections, and Economic Vitality. 

NESAWQ's 4th ANNUAL 
RESOURCE HARVEST 
NOVEMBER 1 6 - 1 8 , 1 9 9 7 f 
The Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group 
(NESAWG) is pleased to hold this year's Resource Harvest in 
conjunction with Practical Partnerships: ATNew^ngland 
Sustainable Agriculture Conference. NESAWG's Resource 
Harvest is an annual eve^, drawing members and others 
together to exchange resources arid information, learn from one 
another and engage in constructive dialogue. We invite you to a 
testy and stimulating reception Sunday evening, November 16. 
Please join us! A buffet of Maine-grown and -produced 
delicacies and a local micro-brew will be featurecl, along with a 
presentation about Maine food system initiatives and a keynote 
address by Marty Strange. 



Program Schedule 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1 6 

5:00 - 6:00 pm 
CONFERENCE REQISTRATION 

6:30 - 9:30 - . v 

N E S A W Q RECEPTION 
at tfie Danforth Inn ^ 
163 Danforth Street, Portland, Maine 
(5 blocks from the Holiday Inn by the 
Bay, on the corner of Danforth and 
Winter Streets) 

7:45 ^ x V 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Marty Strange, Grassroots '> A 

Organizations and Government 
Agencies: Working Together for 
Sustainable Agriculture 

r 

Workshop Thernes V 

W H O L E FARM APPROACHES^ 

fa SUSTAINABLE COMMODITYJ ^ 
PRODUCTION 

Jpft BEYOND THE FARM QATE; ^ 
C O M M U N I T Y CONNECTIONS" 

ECONOMIC VITALITY" 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1 7 

8:00- 10:00 am 
NESAWQ A N N U A L MEMBERSHIP 
MEETINQ 

8:00-10:30 
CONFERENCE REQISTRATION 

10:30-10:45 - L 

WELCOME 
Gary Anderson, Agriculture Program 
Director, University of Maine 
Cooperative Extension 

10:45- 11:45 
KIYNOTE ADDRESS 

JDr. Ann Clarke, Re-Orienting 
Agricultural Research Back to the Farm 

12:00- 1:00 pm r 
L U N C H 

f:15-_2:45 
CONCURRENT SESSION I 
9 Whole Farm Planning: What's 

Working on Farms 
fa Innovations in Fruit Pest Research: 

A Collaborative Approach 
J p 3 Growing the^Farmer/Chef 

- ^ Connection^ _ A . 
,{̂ 3 Next Generation Farmers 

K3:00 - 4:30 
CONCURRENTSESSION II J 

Fertile Ground: How to Assess 
and Improve SoiTHealth 

fa I Going Grass: Making the 
Transition to Intensive Pasture 

> Jpl Developing Local Food Systems 
Farmer-Friendly Record-keeping 
Systems 

is y 
7 4:30 - 6:00 

BREAK 

6:00 - 8 - 0 0 " 
RECEPTION A N D BANQUET J 

7:30 ; 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Senator Sue Sosnowski, A Future for 
Farming in New England 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 8 

7:00- 8:30 am ' 
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 

8:45-10:15 
CONCURRENT SESSION III 

Bio-Intensive IPM: The 
Massachusetts Sweet Corn 
Example 

fa Alternative Health Management 
for Livestock 
Farming Comes in All Shapes and 
Sizes: Scale & Structure in New 
England Agriculture 

(̂ p Capturing High Value Markets 

10:30-12:00 
CONCURRENT SESSION I V 
^1 Grazing into the Future: A 

Participatory Model 
fa Cover Crops are a Many 

Splendored Thing 
Connecting Consumers, 
Marketing & Practices 
Starting and Growing New Ag 
Enterprises 

' „ / _ -

12:15- 1:45 pm 
L U N C H A N D KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Dr. Molly Anderson, Links between 
Sustainable Agriculture and Food 
Systems: Implications for New England 

2:00 - 3:30 « 7 ^ 
CONCURRENT SESSION V 

Cross Farm Cooperation for Land 
Use and Nutrient Management 

xfa Research/Grower Partnerships in 
Greenhouse/ Ornamental IPftf 
Watershed-scale Water Quality 

-Protection . 
>Keys to Co-op Success in New 

—y England 

4:45-4:15 

W R A P - U P A N D BEN & JERRY'S 

4:30 
ADJOURN . * 


