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Why we trellis tomatoes

* Even determinate types are vines.

e Keeping the fruit and plant tissue off of the
soil reduces diseases and increase packout %.

* Well-designed and built trellis systems reduce

labor:

— Pesticide applications are easier and more
effective.

— Harvesting is substantially easier
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Trellis system negatives
* Expense of materials and labor to install.

e Costs to remove.

* Sometimes spray equipment must be
modified to get adequate coverage.
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Grape and cherry tomato
challenges

* Largely indeterminate varieties
* Require almost daily harvesting
* Very long vines
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Cherry tomato systems

Our first attempt
using a modified
raspberry trellis.
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Cherry tomato systems
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Cherry tomato systems

We used a standard vertical
Florida weave as a comparison
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Cherry tomato systems

H

This train wreck of
a system clearly
demonstrated the
need to manage all
of the weight of
the plants and
vines effectively.
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Cherry tomato system
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Cherry tomato system
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Comments on the current system

* Relatively inexpensive to install.

* Avoids overly tall trellis’s while still allowing
the vines to grow to full length

— Many growers top their indeterminates due to
the long vines. This can reduce vigor and
introduce diseases.

* Uses common farm materials except for the

Hortonova mesh which is widely available

from horticulture suppliers.



Golden Sweet cv. grape
tomatoes
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