
 
Master Farmer Workshop- Aquaponics 

July 19, 2012 
 

Thank you for attending this Master Farmer workshop.  Please take a few minutes before you leave to 
fill out this evaluation form and help us make future workshops more effective. Thank you! 
If you prefer you can mail Completed Surveys to: Oahu R C & D, PO Box 209, Kunia, HI 96759 
27 completed evaluations received.  Responses recorded in red. 

1.  In general, the information presented at the workshop was valuable and useful to me. 
Strongly Agree (20) Agree (6)    Disagree  Strongly Disagree (1)* 
*note: one evaluation form checked “strongly disagree” on top questions, but had positive 
responses for bottom portion and comments.  May have misread the response options.  

2.  The information presented increased my understanding of Aquaponics.   
Strongly Agree (22) Agree (3)    Disagree (1) Strongly Disagree (1) 

 
3.  I can see ways that I will apply what I learned in my own life.  If so, tell us how!   
Strongly Agree (13) Agree (12)    Disagree  Strongly Disagree (1) 

I am setting up a backyard aquaponics system 
Wanted to begin a small system at my house and I feel like I’ve gotten tools to begin. 
Setting up an aquaponics farm 
Changing type of feed 
Stay small til things are figured out 

 
4.  I would recommend this workshop to others. 
Strongly Agree (18) Agree (7)    Disagree  Strongly Disagree (1) 

 
With regards to specific topics, please rate the usefulness of the information provided. 
 

1. Mari’s Gardens’ History/Aquaponics Operation (Brendan Lau/Ryan Tatsui, Mari’s Gardens) 
Highly Useful  Somewhat Useful  Somewhat less than useful  Not Useful  N/A 
 (16)   (10) 

2. Developing Aquaponics/ Using Solar (Fred Lau, Mari’s Gardens) 
Highly Useful Somewhat Useful  Somewhat less than useful  Not Useful  N/A 

 (19)   (8) 
3. Current Research (Clyde Tamaru, CTAHR) 
Highly Useful Somewhat Useful  Somewhat less than useful  Not Useful  N/A 
 (24)   (3) 

4.  Food Safety (Luisa Castro, CTAHR) 
Highly Useful Somewhat Useful  Somewhat less than useful  Not Useful  N/A 

 (24)   (3) 
Comments:  
 
What did you like most about this workshop? 
This was an introduction for me since I have very minimal knowledge on aquaponics – great info and 
understandable 
Clyde Tamaru’s talk was very interesting 
Everything – fascinating and very valuable information 
Real world commercial experience 
Tour and useful info 
Good to hear the trials and errors that the farm actually went through 
Talk about having goals / business expenses with Fred 



 
Openness of farmers / experts 
Interacting with the farmer 
Open to public 
I really appreciated the honesty and openness of information shared by each presenter. I especially 
appreciate Mari’s Gardens and Fred for opening his farm to us.  
Being here 
Speakers / presenters were very professional.  Tour was very informative and interesting 
Presenters – diversified knowledge! 
The speakers did a great job of covering the topics particularly about the hands-on experiences 
Easily understood 
The nexus between commercial application, regulations and research.  Very nicely put together 
Some statements (teaching) for home use. 
Knowing the pros and cons of aquaponics, food safety 
Tamaru and Castro 
Farm Tour 
Excellent time managements!  Thank you for creating such a detailed itinerary for the workshop. 
 
 
 
 
What could have been improved about this workshop? 
Longer time 
More fans / shade 
Visual props – screen, lighting difficult to see. 
Structure 
A break in between.  Lecture was too long.  Perhaps more Q&A. 
Very well done, no suggestions 
Not much 
Try to make the speaking time equal to the farm tour time. 
 
 
 
 
What other topics would you like to see incorporated into future workshops?   
Please do a follow-up 
Hand-on info on pumps, photovoltaics, and grow beds 
A few more layouts of current projects 
Have an actual workshop putting together a model aquaponics set-up 
Olomana Gardens, with UH Manoa Aquaculture Tetsusan Benny and NOAA Aqauponics coordinator 
More about expenses and marketing 
Continued education 
 


