Interview Questions for Prairie Pines

Why are you interested in farming?

Why at Prairie Pines?

As you think about starting your farm business can you share some goals you have in mind for your 1st year, and looking to the future after you leave Prairie Pines?

How much time per week will you be able to commit to your farm?

What are your other commitments?   Work, school, church?

Tell us a little bit more about yourselves, what do you like to do in your free time?

Tell us about your family structure, are they interested in farming, are they planning to be involved during the season?

Can you talk about any growing experience you have?

Follow up: business experience?

How do you like to communicate?  In person, email, phone?

Do you have or plan on having a business checking account?

Where do you plan to sell your produce?

What will set you apart from the other farms already in the marketplace?  Are you thinking about a specialty-crop or a niche for your farm?

What other crops are you thinking about planting?

How do you plan to market yourself?

What kind of training and support do you hope to get from CROPS?

What do you hope or expect to learn about farming and farm management from participating in the program?

How did you find out about our program?

Scenario 1

It is late July and everyone at Prairie Pines is loaded with tomatoes.  The markets are flooded!  How do you deal with the overabundance of tomatoes from your plot?

Scenario 2

You are out at the farm and you need to put in some t-posts, only to find  the T-post pounder is missing again.  You don't have time to search all the sheds and walk around the fields.  You leave the farm without pounding the posts.  What is your plan for the next time you come to the farm, how do you problem solve?

Scenario 3

Aaron has ordered 50 units of lettuce from you.  You have harvested, washed, and bagged it and are now delivering it.  Aaron is checking the quality when he notices that the lettuce is very wet, has a few bugs in it and a couple of weeds.  He addresses this with you, how do you continue this conversation?

