
 The program is being offered as a two-year cycle of  four seminars consisting of  workshops, 
tours and networking opportunities with speakers on different topics of  sustainable 
agritourism. 

 Seminar topics focus on building skills and knowledge to promote agritourism in the areas of  
sustainability, leadership and communication, business management, advocacy, event planning 
and media relations. Funding, resources, and networking opportunities are provided.

 Program outcomes include the creation of  a community education digital repository, an 
educational outreach plan, a state agritourism conference, and initial formation of  a state 
agritourism association. 

A post-then-pre survey is facilitated after each seminar allowing participants to more 
accurately identify self-reported changes for program impact and mid-program interviews were 
recently conducted as a formative assessment tool.
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 Today’s societal disconnect from the 
agricultural industry is increasing as the public 
has less direct contact with food and farming.

At the same time, there exists a growing 
touring population looking for educational, 
physical, and cultural, hands-on experience.

Agritourism, defined as “the business of  
establishing farms as travel destinations for 
educational and recreational purposes,” offers 
a viable option to help reconnect the public to 
the food system and bridge the growing gap of  
knowledge between consumer and producer 
(Schilling et al., 2006, p. 200). 

 The additional income stream, coupled with 
the ability to diversify operations, have been 
found to be strong motivators for starting an 
agritourism business.

Program Justification
 The program was created in 2021 by faculty at Montana 

State University, MSU Extension, and the state agritourism 
steering committee. 

 Funding was provided by a Western Sustainable 
Agriculture Research and Education Professional 
Development Program Grant.

 The program goal is to establish a cohort of  leaders, the 
Fellows,  who can effectively educate others on 
diversification opportunities, sustainable practices, and the 
economic, environmental, and social impacts of  
agritourism. 

 Participants include extension and tourism professionals, 
agricultural producers, and government officials. 
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