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Summary 
This is a report supporting the Buzz on the Range project.  The monitoring detailed here 
includes: 

• Ecological Health Evaluation using the Savory Short Term Monitoring methodology 
• Water Infiltration Test 
• Plant Species inventory on a transect 
• Detailed photos and other observations 

Ecological Health Evaluation 
 
Methodology 
This methodology looks at several indicators and scores them based on clear subjective 
guidelines.  The guidelines are intended to be interpreted in line with the site potential, which is 
dependent on the ecoregion that the evaluation is taking place.  High scores are generally 
difficult to attain.  Low scores represent sites with significant room for improvement.  These 
indicators are generally a good clue into soil health. 
 
Score Sheet Definitions 
Please see Appendix 1: Savory EOV Evaluation Matrix 
 
Scores for this Site 

Parameter Score 
Live Canopy  0 
Microfauna  0 
FG 1 Warm Season Grasses  5 
FG 2 Cool Season Grasses  5 
FG 3 Forbs & Legumes  5 
FG 4 Trees & Shrubs  5 
Contextually Desirable Rare Species  0 
Contextually Undesirable Species  0 
Litter Abundance  0 
Litter Incorporation  0 
Dung Decomposition  0 
Bare Soil  0 
Capping  0 
Wind Erosion  0 
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Parameter Score 
Water Erosion  0 
Total 20 

 
Photos 
 

 
Figure 1 - Ecological Eval Site Down 
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Figure 2 - Ecological Eval Site 45 degrees 
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Figure 3 - Ecological Eval Site Horizontal 

Water Infiltration Test 
Methodology 

• 5 inch diameter cylinder 6 inches tall with scribe line at 3 inches 
• 308 ccs (mL) of distilled water to simulate 1” rain with 5 inch diameter cylinder 
• Tested twice in same location 

 
Results 
First test took 7 minutes 10 seconds to infiltrate 
Second test took 12 minutes 
 
Photos 
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Figure 4 - Measuring and Infiltrating Water 

Plant Species Inventory on a Transect 
Methodology 
An inventory of the species along a transect was taken using the pin method that is used in 
Savory Long Term Monitoring transects. 

1. A 75 foot transect was established with 2 stakes and a measuring tape 
2. A long thin pin with a flag was dropped through the field forage and plants.  (Similar to a 

utility marking pin) 
3. A count of all plant species that touched the pin was taken 

 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  
Species identification is tricky depending on lifecycle and experience of the monitor.  To get this 
right, detailed photos were taken onsite of all species encountered.  If you suspect an error in a 
species identification, kindly provide that feedback.  Together we can do this! 
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Count Results 
Site (ft) / Species 1 

Broam 
2 
Red Fescue 

3  4 
Bermudagrass  

5  6 
Thistle 

5 5 5     
10 2  2    
15 2 3     
20 1      
25  2  1   
30     2  
35 3 3   1 1 
40 6      
45 2 2     
50 1   1   
55 4 2  2   
60 6      
65 6      
70 1    2  
75 5 2     

 
Species Inventory 
The following document the species found. 
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Species Number / Name (if 
known) 

Photo 

1 / Broam  
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Species Number / Name (if 
known) 

Photo 

2 / Highland Rush or Red Fescue 
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Species Number / Name (if 
known) 

Photo 

3 / 

 
 



	

Buzz	on	the	
Range	Project	

Monitoring	
Report	

Ranch	 Anderson	Ranch	
Location	 Grazing	Paddock	
Monitor	 Michael	DeChellis	
Date	 8/24/2022	
Page	 10	of	17	

 

This material is based upon work that is supported by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, under award 
number G242-23-W9211 through the Western Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education program under project number OW22-372. USDA is an 
equal opportunity employer and service provider.  Any opinions, findings, conclusions, or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the 
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the view of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

Species Number / Name (if 
known) 

Photo 

4 / Bermudagrass 
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Species Number / Name (if 
known) 

Photo 

5 / Gypsy Flower or Comfrey 
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Species Number / Name (if 
known) 

Photo 

6 / Thistle 
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Transect Photos 

 
Figure 5 - A photo of the transect line 
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Figure 6 - Transect End 

 

Other Observations 
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No evidence of Buzz on the Range pollinator promoting species 
Even outside of the transect, this pasture had no ready evidence of our species of four seed 
which makes it particular interesting if they come up in later growing seasons. 
 
Other bush species of note 
The ecological health of this pasture is really quite impressive though it could improve some 
with less bare ground, etc.  The small bushes everywhere resembled Aspen. 
 

 
Figure 7 - Noteworthy Bushes around Monitoring Site 
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Appendix 1: Savory EOV Evaluation Matrix 
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