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Introduction: Farmers are increasingly interested in planting cover crops to improve soil health, reduce nutrient losses, and

enhance pest suppression, and government agencies support the use of cover crops by offering cost-share programs. This

research seeks to compare cover crop incentive programs and adoption rates in Maryland, Pennsylvania, New York, and
Vermont and to understand the relationship between farmer adoption and incentive program structure.
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Maryland

Statewide program : Maryland Agricultural
Water Quality Cost-Share (MASC) (11)
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Pennsylvania

County programs: Columbia, Montour,
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Union; Funding only for silage corn, grain ~ ' Fund

corn, or soybean acres in Cumberlanad .

Restrictions: Vary by county *EQIP and CSP cover all counties in each state.
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Preliminary Results: Cover crop incentive programs vary in terms of payments, requirements, restrictions, and farmer adoption. Statewide programs
offer the best long-term support and potential for widespread adoption. Maryland’s Agricultural Water Quality Cost-Share program success is due to
the relatively high payment rate and few limitations. County programs have the ability to tailor programs to address specific issues. The DEC-USC
program is increasing new cover crop acres by offering few restrictions and high payments, while the Cumberland county program is specific to corn
and soybean farms. Federal programs are useful for growers that want to adopt a new practice and do not have another cost-share program in their
locale. EQIP is ideal for first time cover crop producers while CSP is useful for enhancing existing systemes.

Next Steps: 1) continue to gather information about the different programs, 2) get updated data on cover crop adoption in each state, 3) interview
farmers about the use and perceptions of cover crop incentive programs.

Help improve our project: We are seeking input from farmers, program administrators, researchers, and
woxneaf) agricultural service providers. Contact Barbara Chami — Email: bac2é67@cornell.edu - Phone: 858-229-9122 ¢
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