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Lakeside Park to have babbling brook next week

by Angie Asam
Staff Writer

Lakeside Park will have
a new water feature up and
running as early as Monday.
Department of public works
(DPW) crews have torn out
the old ponds that were in the

park and are replacing them
with a babbling brook run-
ning through that area.

DPW  superintendent
Roger Wenzel has brought
up the ponds many times at
parks and recreation commit-
tee meetings, as they were

deep and very slippery thus
were potentially dangerous
for children to be playing
in or near. Wenzel also said
that the ponds were difficult
for the crews to maintain as
algae built up and other fac-
tors caused issues.

Concrete for the new
brook, or stream, was poured
Tuesday morning, a load of
stone will also come in to
make the stream flow and
look aesthetic. Wenzel said
the new water feature should
have water in it by Monday.

Chestnut field day set for Saturday on Moltke Hill

by Peter Jakey
Managing Editor
The early success of

the ridge to provide drainage
of water, frost and cold away
from the orchard.”

chestnut tree
planting in Moltke
Township  will
be put on public
display Saturday
during a field day.

Abby  and
Nick Johnson of
Ox Heights, as
they call their di-
verse farm on a
Moltke ridge, in-
vited anyone in-
terested in chest-
nut production to
come out from 1
to 4 p.m.

The Johnsons
planted the trees
about a year ago
and had a 99 per-

THE CHESTNUT trees in Moltke
Township are doing well with more to
be planted during Saturday’s dem-

cent survival rate. onstration.

It was remarkable (Photo by Peter Jakey)
considering  how

cold temperatures dipped The field day is being

during parts of the 2017-18
winter season.

The farm recently re-
ceived a five-star rating from
the top chestnut consultant in
Michigan, Chestnut Orchard
Solution (COS).

“Knowing that Presque
Isle County (Rogers City) is
way out of the normal range
for the establishment of an or-
chard and that-the trees need
well-drained, sandy soil, the
Johnsons found land with the
highest elevation in the area,”
an article on COS states. “A
ridge running through Moltke
township has an elevation of
over 900 feet. It’s known as
the Moltke Hill and they used
that ridge and the slopes from

held in conjunction with
Michigan S$tate University
Extension educator James
DeDecker.

“It has been excit-
ing to follow the Johnsons’
work over the last year as
they investigate the viabil-
ity of chestnut production
in northeast Michigan,” said
DeDecker. “Given their suc-
cess thus far, I’'m hopeful that
chestnuts will create an op-
portunity to further diversify
agriculture in the small por-
tion of our county that offers
the right micro-climate.”

The agenda for the field
day is as follows:

- 1t0 2:30 p.m: presenta-
tion - Why Chestnuts? Why

Moltke Hill? What did we
do? What have we learned?
What do we still need to
learn?

2:30 to 3 p.m.: orchard
tour - inspect varieties, infra-
structure and landscape.

3:30 — 4 p.m.: tree plant-
ing and tree protection dem-
onstration.

“Weather looks good,”
said Abby this week. “All

systems go. It should be a
good time. Trees are set to ar-
rive in time for the planting
demonstration.”

“We really hope to target
people who are interested in
growing chestnuts on ground
that is within six miles of
Lake Huron and has good
elevation,” said Nick. “Plant-
ing chestnuts elsewhere in the
area will likely fail because it
is too cold and or wet.”

Rogers City Dental

welcomes New Hygienist

Brenna is from Rogers City
and a graduate of Ferris State University.
She is excited to join our team!

New patients* mention this ad when
scheduling your new patient
appointment and receive an exam,
full x-rays and a thorough cleaning for
only $129.

* Must be a new patient of Rogers City Dental/Dr. Ron Mishko.
Offer expires October 31st, 2018 :

Rogers City Dental

989-734-2828
216 S. Third St, Rogers City




