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First, a brief update
from the Sustainable Living Hub



The Campus is the 
Classroom
Teaching and Learning Outdoors at OU!

Identified several locations for pilot 
outdoor learning spaces

Collaborating with partners in 
University Planning, OIT, and CLTA

Exploring funding options

Developing an open access (and possibly 
open source) Teaching and Learning 
Outdoors guide
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Presentation Overview

-Background
-Philosophy
-Community Farming Project
-The future of Solid Ground Farm



Weston Lombard

-Co-founder, Solid Ground School and Rising Appalachia 
-Steward, Solid Ground Farm
-Agroecology Instructor, Hocking College
-Community Organizer
-Ohio University Alumnus



Our home: 

Solid Ground Farm, LLC

With a mission: To develop, share, and celebrate 
sustainable solutions to home and community-scale 
food production, and to demonstrate that through creative 
natural resource management, the land, as always, is 
the basis of our health and wealth.

www.solidgroundfarm.com

A working farm and community education and exploration  
center, promoting engagement with the land and  reconnection 
with nature through creative play and hands-on participation. 

http://www.solidgroundfarm.com


Solid Ground Farm, LLC
Pioneering Appalachian Agroforestry and Agroecology

We believe that small, diversified perennial-based 
community farms will be the foundation for an emerging 
ecologically rooted regional economy.

Solid ground Farm serves as a regional germplasm and research,  
demonstration, and training site, proving the efficacy of 
native and naturalizing tree crops and sharing lessons 
learned through workshops, publications, and special events.

Sustainable Agriculture Solutions for Appalachia

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7xaFI6AvmkgblNFbTNwbk5ZTVdaRWU3MHNQaWhLUGJrc0FR/view


Our programs... Rising Appalachia (RAW Camp)

A non-profit summer camp and youth education provider 
Empowering Youth through Play and Nature Exploration

Rising Appalachian Warriors Summer Camp engages youth 
in the outdoors through hands-on projects, creative play, and  
participation with nature, fostering connection to the 
environment, growing bonds between peers, and inspiring the 
confidence needed to navigate our world as engaged 
inhabitants of Appalachia.

www.risingappalachia.org

http://www.risingappalachia.org


 Solid Ground School

A non-profit place-based elementary school pioneering 
progressive, nature-based education in Southeast Ohio

Immersive project-driven curriculum, honoring the inherent curiosity, 
drive and capability of children.  Solid Ground School encourages 
children to find and develop their innate talents, nurture their 
creativity, and learn to work together to  meet the challenges of a 
changing world.

Offering pre-K to 6th grade alternatives to public school, 
www.solidgroundschool.com

http://www.solidgroundschool.com


Underlying Philosophy

Foundational Assumptions

-we are not only separate, disconnected individuals 
competing for personal success, but are also a complex 
series of relationships connected to and reliant upon 
all of existence

-OUr greatest capacity is to choose where we direct our 
attention and energy.



Philosophy In Action: Community Farming



Made Possible by a USDA SARE Farmer Rancher Grant



The Participants



The Garden



Harvesting, processing, sharing



Growing Community



Lessons Learned



Future Developments..
Growing Culture and Economy from 
Appalachian Fields and forests

Building a new, replicable model for local economic development 
rooted in relationship with our natural resources and based on;

-longterm planning and Best management practices
-community driven business incubation designed to remove barriers 
to business success by providing access to land, mentors, tools, and 
markets
-US Forest Service Funeded Mentor/Apprenticeship program beginning 
March 2024



Thank you for your 
energy and attention

Contact Weston Lombard for more information.
740-856-6299 or westonlombard@gmail.com

mailto:westonlombard@gmail.com

