Finding Ecological Site Information —
Why is this so hard?!?

Ecological site information (commonly contained in an ecological site description, or ESD), is very useful
for interpreting monitoring data and for knowing what to expect from the land. However, getting to the
ESD you need is not always a straightforward process. The good news is that over time it should get
easier. The steps below will give you a couple of routes or options for finding ecological site information.

Option 1. Ecological Site Information from ot

the EDIT web tool

The EDIT tool was created to replace the old NRCS Ecological
Site Information System (ESIS) which was decommissioned.
EDIT has a cleaner interface that can be easier to find ESDs
once you get to know it. The problem with EDIT right now is
that it does not have many of the provisional ESDs (which are
the majority of them for Idaho). This should change over time,
but for now you can use EDIT to find the ecological site Ecological sites are the basic component
name/number and then use the Field Office Technical Guide of a land-type classification system that

(instructions below) to get the provisional ESD reports. describes ecological potential and
ecosystem dynamics of land areas. All

Ecological Site Descriptions

1. Navigate to https://edit.jornada.nmsu.edu/ in a web
browser. Scroll down and click on the link that says
“Select Catalog” for the Ecological Site Descriptions.

land/land use types are identified within

SELECT CATALOG
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either by name/number or by the L R s

map interface. Click on the “MLRA
map” link from the menu bar at
the left of the page.

Overview

General information

Ecological sites are the basic component of a lan

Next steps describes ecological potential and ecosystem dyr]
use types are identified within the ecological site

MLRA list and forest land

MLRA map An ecological site is defined as a distinctive kind

characteristics that differ from other kinds of land
MLRA photos kind and amount of vegetation and its ability to re
actions and natural disturbances. Lands are class|
and biotic factors. Physical factors include soils, g
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a webpage for the MLRA.
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From the MLRA page, you can either choose to
find ecological sites by the map (click the
“Ecological site map” link), or if you want to
see the complete list of what ESDs are in EDIT
for that MLRA, click the “Ecological site list”
link. For now, click the “Ecological site map”
link.

Owyhee High Plateau

HOME / ESD CATALOG / MLRA 025X

Key publications

General information

" Land Resource Regions an

Next steps Caribbean, and the Pacific

Ecological site list
Ecological site map
Ecological site keys
Ecological site photos
Print

Briefcase

5. Soil map units from the

SSURGO soil surveys are — -

Ecological site map

) <

displayed once you zoom in L +4 7 ‘\ . 4 7o Basemap + |
far enough. Pan/Zoom to an A S o P Findme 4 |
area of interest, and click on a N7 Ecologicalsites X Find point 4 |

. . “ R025XY048ID 40% P~ N\
soil map unit polygon to o SHALLOW CLAYPAN 11-13 - 7~ 7\ Full screen

lect it. Thi ill - Provisional ¢ pA\ 4
select It This wilt open a pop- R025XY019ID 35% e
up bubble that shows you the ‘; LOAMY 10-13 - Provisional

. . . |
ecological sites expected in e T [ m—
/ A9 |

that soil map unit. The
percentage value is the N
expected percent of the soil

map unit polygon occupied by ,
that ecological site. ‘
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6. Make note of the ecological site number (e.g., R025XY048ID) and the ecological site name (e.g.,
Shallow Claypan 11-13 — Provisional). Click on the ecological site name to open the ESD for that
ecological site.

Upland Loam (Wyoming Big Sagebrush)

HOME / ESD CATALOG /. MLRA 025X"/ ECOLOGICAL SITE RO25XY314UT

General information

Provisional. A provisional ecological site description has undergone quality control and

General information

Physiographic features

Climatic features quality assurance review. It contains a working state and transition model and enough
information to identify the ecological site.
Water features
\——.
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Soil features \ // 3\
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Ecological dynamics \ g 30
{
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Interpretations E \ﬁ\i Loga
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Print options 5

7. From the online ESD report in EDIT, you can choose “Print options” from the menu on the left to
print or download (via PDF) the report.

Print Options

General information

Sections

Physiographic features ¥ General Information

# Physiographic Features
Climatic features ¥ Climatic Features

¥ Soil Features

Water features ¥ Water Features

¥ Ecological Dynamics
Soil features ¥ Interpretations

¥ Supporting Information
Ecological dynamics # Reference Sheet

8. If you receive the following message when clicking on the ecological site name, close this
window, make note of the ecological site name/number and see the option below for finding
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the ESDs from the NRCS Field Office Technical Guide.
[ quckvew | X

No information is available

£ Previous Next

Option 2. Ecological Site Descriptions via the NRCS Field Office Technical
Guide

The Field Office Technical Guide is the NRCS’ online repository for technical documents. While it is all
accessed through the same website now, it’s important to remember that there are different sets of
documents for each state. The instructions below will guide you through finding and downloading the
ESDs for Idaho. Note that the ESDs available on the Field Office Technical Guide are oftentimes
provisional or draft ESDs and may change frequently. It is recommended that you check in with NRCS or
an Extension professional if you have a question about an ESD.

1. From a web browser, navigate to https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/. Select “Idaho” from the drop-
down menu and click “Submit.”

@ FIELD OFFICE TECHNICAL GUIDE

Welcome to NRCS Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)

Select a state for documents.

State:

Idaho v SUBMIT

2. The Technical Guide for Idaho will open to a “Document Tree” that shows you something similar
to a table of contents. The ESDs are located in Section Il (click the Section Il link to expand). Do
not click the “Approved Ecological Site Descriptions” link. That will take you to the now
defunct ESIS website. Instead, click the “DRAFT ESDs” link on the menu to the left.

6/4/2020 Prepared by the University of Idaho through a Western SARE Professional Development Grant


https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/

Document Tree Document Search Recently Changed

@ Keyboard navigation instructions Ecological Site DESCFiptiOHS

sl h Documents (2)
Section Il - Pub Size
Document Title Type Date Subject Keywords Abstract @) Actions

Agronomy

The Ecological Site

Archive Materials - Section Il -
Information System
Climatic Data (ESIS) is the repository
for the data associated
Cultural Resources Information v with the collection of
Ecological Sk Descrith Approved ST forestland and
cologica scriptions - Ecological Site (o] . - - rangeland plot data and - o
DRAFT ESDs Descriptions the development of
ecological site
Essential Fish Habitat descriptions. ESIS is
organized into two
Forage Suitability Groups applications and
Idaho List of Wild and Scenic Rivers CER R 2
Natural Areas [E)co\o.g\(t:al iz E 2003-
escriptions m = - - 37 O

Scenic Beauty Introduction

Snow Survey Program/Climatic Data

3. From the Draft ESDs page, select the MLRA you want to download all of the draft ESDs for the
ecological sites in that MLRA. The MLRAs will download as a .ZIP file that you will need to
uncompress (i.e., unzip) on your computer.

@ Keyboard navigation instructions DRAFT ESDS
Secti 1
ection M Documents (10)
section Il a Pub Size
Document Title Type Date Subject Keywords Abstract ) Actions
Agronomy
Draft ESDs - 2014~
Archive Materials - Section I A
MLRA 10 B 77 CEiL O
Climatic Data
Draft ESDs - 2014~
- - - 1669
Cultural Resources Information - MLRA 11 B 77 O
Ecological Site Descriptions a Draft ESDs - 2014-
B ma @
MLRA 12 77
DRAFT ESDs
Draft ESDs - 2014-
Essential Fish Habitat = = =
MLRA 13 B 77 [t O
Forage Suitability Groups ?
Draft ESDs - 2014~
1207
Idaho List of Wild and Scenic Rivers MLRA 25 B 77 O
Natural Areas Draft ESDs - 2014-
MLRA 28A B 77 G O
Scenic Beauty
X cii Draft ESDs - B 2014 T
Snow Survey Program/Climatic Data MLRA 438 77 ®
Soils Information - B -
ral S - -
- - - 356
State Training Library - MLRA 47 B 77 O
Threatened and Endangered Species Draft ESDs - 2014~
MLRA 8 B 77 sie O
Water Quality
Draft ESDs - 2014-
Windbreak Suitability Groups MLRA 0 a] 77 - - - 735 ®
ction 1l h g

4. The downloaded MLRA folder will contain a Word document for each ESD. Using the name of
the ecological site from EDIT (See option 1 above), locate and open the desired ESD.
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| <+ | MLRA 104 B 0 X
- Home Share  View ~ @
L'I o Cut x Eﬁ 3 New item - il open - [ setecta
% Wl Copy path * 1] Easy access ~ [ Edit 1] Select none
Pinto Quick Copy Paste _ Move Copy Delete Rename  New Properties
access iﬂ Paste shortcut to~ to~ - folder - £ History E'F_‘Invert selection
Clipboard Organize New Open Select
« « 4 || > ThisPC » Downloads > MLRAID > MLRATO » MLRATDA v ® | SearchM.. P
A Name . Date modified Type & -
# Quick access
B Deskiop . 53| Bouldery 11-13 10A-32.doc Micro United States Department of
52| Bouldery Loam 12-16 10A-31.doc Micro Agriculture
¥ Downlosds ” 5 Cinder 12-16 10A-44.doc Micro, 9 :
Documents * &5 Cinder Garden 12-16 10A-46.doc Micra Natural Resources Conservation
= Pictures » 53] Cinder North 12-16 10A-43.doc. Micro, Service
£ Google Drive * 53 Cinder South 12-16 10A-45.doc Micra
17 Adicles + 555 Cindery Morth 12-16 10A-47.doc Micro, Ecological Site Description
manuscripts . 53 Cindery South 12-16 10A-48.doc Micra
Teach . 57 Clayey 12-16 10A-1-RPCP.doc Micr
eaching 2 =
Clayey 12-16 10A-2.doc Micro .
" Site Type: Rangeland
DeepSleep-LessTested_30WH. 5 Clayey North 16-20 10AY-11-RPCP.doc Micro, ype 9
DeepSleep-LessTested_30WH. 3 Claypan 10-12 104-34.doc Micro Site Name: CLAYEY 12-16" ARARLIFEID
GPS_Collars 52| Dry meadow 104-28-RPCP.doc Micro
sketch_marDGa 3 Gravelly Loam 12-16 10A-49.doc Micra Site ID: RO10AY001ID
B3] Loamy 11-12 104Y-26-RPCP.doc Micro .
OneDrive - U  Idah Major Land Resource Area: B10AY
& OneDrive - University of Idaho 55 Loamy 11-13 104Y-33.doc Micrg 4
Attachments 553 Loamy 12-6 10AY-3.doc Micra Phvsioaraphic Features

Option 3. Finding Ecological Site Names/Numbers via Web Soil Survey

Web Soil Survey used to contain easy-to-access information on ecological sites and link out directly to

the NRCS Ecological Site Information System for accessing the ESD reports. That information is no longer
available via Web Soil Survey, and instead, only links to EDIT are provided (so you might as well just use
EDIT in the first place!).

1. From a web browser, navigate to the Web Soil Survey web site —

https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov. Click on the green circle to “Start WSS”.

You are here: Web Soil Survey Home

|AllNRCS Sites  ~

Browse by Subject

The simple yet powerful way
to access and use soil data.

I Soils Home

|- National
|Cooperative Soil
|Survey (NCSS)

|- Archived Soil
[Surveys

|- Status Maps

| | official Sail seri
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Web Soil Survey (WSS) provides
soil data and information
produced by the National

{ Cooperative Soil Survey. It is

il operated by the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service

| Want To...

o Start Web Soil
Survey (WSS)

o Know Web Soil
Survey
Requirements

o Know Web Soil
Survey operation
hours

o Find what areas of
the U.S. have soil
data

o Find information by
topic

o Know how to
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2. Under “Quick Navigation” you have several options to search by. Here you can start you search
by navigating to the “State and County” or, use the “Latitude and Longitude” data you collected
in the field.

ao ere Soil Soil Data Download Shopping
AO Map Explorer Soils Data Cart (Free)

Search

Area of Interest Interactive Map

Area of Interest

RYvel |e_ |8l & ==
Import AOI View Extent [Contiguoiss.,. v Scale [(not o scale) ¥ I-EE L-—,J @

Quick Navigation

Address
State and County
Soil Survey Area

Blaine

Latitude and Longitude or Current Location
PLSS (Section, Township, Range)

Bureau of Land Management

Lincoln

Department of Defense

Jerome.

Forest Service

National Park Service

QSIS I I I I

Hydrologic Unit

Cassia

.mrbu/dt Box Elder
[ e e e e e 5 |

3. Once you are at the location where you collected data, zoom out so your map covers ~6,000-
10,000 acres around your site. Use the area of interest tool (AOI) to outline the area. It’s
difficult to estimate the acres, however, if you select an area >10,000 acres you will get an error
so you can judge from there.
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ao ere Soil Soil Data Download Shopping
AO Map Explorer Soils Data Cart (Free)

Area of Interest (A) gg‘ﬂgi’ﬂ__lﬂﬁl Lh. ﬁl
_Open Al| Close All|| " View Extent [ Contiguous UsS. 7| Seate| [{notto scale) v] EEoe

AOI Properties

Clear a0t| @

AOI Information @ @

Name

Map Unit Symbols ® Use Soil Survey Area Map Unit

Symbols
() Use National Map Unit Symbols

Area (acres) 59,745 Owyhiee
Soil Data Available from Web Soil Survey @ @ ¥
Owyhee County Area, Idaho (ID675)
Data Availability Tabular and Spatial, complete
Tabular Data Version 14, Sep 16, 2019

Spatial Data Version 4, Sep 16, 2019

Clear AOII s 3

O IS 0.000 f

Import AOI
Export AOI

®®

4. Click on the “Soil Map” tab near top of page, this provides the Map Unit Symbols and Map Unit
Names.

Area of Interest Soil Data Download Shopping
(Ao1) Explorer Soils Data Cart (Free)

ion| Add to ing cart| @

Search

II

Map Unit Legend

R 0181121 ] 1@ 2] 8] sl (s -

» 9

Owyhee County Area, Idaho (ID675)
Owyhee County Area, Idaho (ID675) @
Map
Unit
Symbol
7 Arbidge- 19,249.7 32.2%

Hunnton silt
loams, 1 to
8 percent
slopes

8 Arbidge- 3724 0.6%
Laped-
Slickspots
complex, 0
to 8 percent
slopes 2
9 Arbidge- 6,440.6 10.8%

Map Unit Acres in Percent
Name AOI of AOI

Owsel-
Gariper

5. Click on a soil map unit name. In the “Map Unit Description” box that opens, scroll down to find
the ecological site name and number under the heading of “Interpretive Groups”.
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Hunnton silt Description of Arbidge

loams, 1 to Setting
8 percent Landform: Shield volcanoes
slopes Down-slope shape: Linear
Across-slope shape: Linear
8 Arbidge- 37 Parent material: Volcanic ash and/or loess and/or mixed alluvium
Laped- derived from welded tuff
Slickspots Typical profile
complex, 0 A - 0 to 3 inches: silt loam
Bt - 3 to 20 inches: clay loam
to 8 percent Bkq - 20 to 30 inches: gravelly sandy loam
5|0DES 2Bkqm - 30 to 38 inches: cemented material
9 Arbidge- 6,44 3C - 38 to 60 inches: very gravelly loamy sand
Owsel- Properties and qualities
Gariper Slope: 2 to & percent
complex, 1 Depth to restrictive feature: 20 to 40 inches to duripan
! WNatural drainage class: Well drained
to 15 Capacity of the most limiting Iayer to transmit water (Ksat): Very low
percent to moderately low (0.00 to 0.06 in/hr)
slopes Depth to water table: More than 80 inches
Freqguency of flooding: None
12 Babbington- 87 Frequency of ponding: None
Piline Calcium carbonate, maximum in profile: 15 percent

association, Salinity, maximum in profile: Very slightly saline to slightly saline
(2.0 to 4.0 mmhos/cm)

Oto3 Sodium adsorption ratio, maximum in profile: 10.0

percent Available water storage in profile: Low (about 4.4 inches)

o Interpretive groups .
FOIA | Accessibility St § B ~ gov | White House
Land capability classification (irrigated): 4e

Land capability classification (nonirrigated): 6c

Hydrologic Soil Group: C

Ecological site: LOAMY 10-13 - Provisional (R025XY0191D)
Hydric soil rating: No

6. Use the ecological site name/number to look up the ESD from the NRCS Field Office Technical
Guide (See Option 2 above).
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