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FACTSHEET
Quick Facts
Farm Size:  6.5 acres, 4 acres in production and 2 acres offline with cover crops offline

Plots:  40ish 50x50 plots and 12ish ¼ acre plots 
Number of Families: 20 families at Global Greens Farm; 3 graduates renting their own farms; 1 transitioning off farm with land at GGF and offsite
Countries of Origin of Farmers:  Bhutan, Burma, Burundi, Rwanda
Crops Grown on Farm: 50+ different crops with 200+ different varieties

Trainings Delivered on site:  
Equipment safety and use

Pest and Disease control

Production Techniques- weed fabric and drip tape

Food safety audits

Seasonal Field Walks with technical support and troubleshooting

Cover Crop Swap- explained below in comment on cover crops
Equipment used on site:

Hand Tools: Wheel hoes, scuffle hoes, large traditional hoes, shovels, rakes

Earthway Seeder

JD 1025 Tractor with 48” tiller and brush hog

BCS 853 with Flail mower, rotary hoe, rototiller

Other small tillers, mowers, weed trimmer
Major Activities on Site:

November-December (Review and analyze season through individual interviews and group meetings); January-March (Group trainings and workshops; Individual meetings for crop planning and seed ordering, budgeting, resource acquisition, farmer market applications); 
Mid February (beging seeding in greenhouse); 
March (Till, continue in greenhouse, capitol infrastructure development aka building stuff);
March- early May (plant early season crops in field, begin management of fallow areas);
Late May-June (begin harvesting early season crop for markets, plant main season crops);
July-August (Plant late season crops, Cover Crop Swap, continue harvesting)
September-October (Finish harvesting, hopefully have some storage crops to sell through winter, prepare farm for winter- i.e.- remove tomato cages, blow out irrigation lines, finish cover crop plantings)
What happens to produce grown on site?
· Farmers use for personal consumption and/or share with family and friends

· Farmers sell to family and friends

· Farmers sell at Global Greens Market

· Farmers sell at Downtown Market

· Farmers sell to Global Greens CSA program

· Farmers sell at other Des Moines area farmers markets (not a major focus)

· Farmers sell wholesale (not a major focus): Grounds for Celebration coffee shop, Dogpatch Farmstand, HoQ restaurant, Glen Oaks Country club

Sustainability Efforts

· Use of fallow plots and cover crops to maintain soil health

· Certified Naturally Grown 

· No synthetic pesticides- only spray insects when serious damage occurring to cash crops

· No synthetic fertilizers- use of cover crops, compost, and dried poultry manure

· Native Prairie flower plantings to encourage beneficial insects and biodiversity
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