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O u t l i n e

2

• B a c k g r o u n d  a n d  E x t e n s i o n  
r o l e

• U r b a n  a g r i c u l t u r e  ( U A )  i n  
I N  &  P u r d u e  E x t e n s i o n

• D y n a m i c s  o f  U A  
e n g a g e m e n t

• U A  n e e d s  a s s e s s m e n t  

• R e c r u i t m e n t  a n d  a p p r o a c h

• P r e l i m i n a r y  r e s u l t s

• S u s t a i n a b l e  u r b a n  f o o d  
s y s t e m s

Marissa Renz, Plant Happiness, LLC, Fort Wayne, IN
Photo credit: Charles Jischke



B a c k g r o u n d  a n d  E x t e n s i o n  R o l e
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• S o i l  s c i e n t i s t  a n d  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t

• E n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s u l t a n t

• P u r d u e  E x t e n s i o n  U r b a n  A g r i c u l t u r e  
C o o r d i n a t o r  

• R e g i o n a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  w i t h  
N U E L ,  E P A ,  C D C ,  a n d  U S D A

• C o n d u c t  s t a t e w i d e  n e e d s  a s s e s s m e n t  t o  b e  
u n d e r s t a n d  p r o g r a m s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  U A  
c l i e n t e l e  w a n t

• D e v e l o p  a n d  s u p p o r t  n e w  ( o r  r e v i s e  e x i s t i n g )  
p r o g r a m s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  b e t t e r  m e e t  t h e i r  
n e e d s

Danielle Guerin, Soul Food Project, Inc.., Indianapolis, IN
Photo credit: Charles Jischke



U A  E x t e n s i o n  i n  I n d i a n a
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• G a r y
• Underserved population

• F o r t  W a y n e
• Johnnie Mae Farm

• W e s t  L a f a y e t t e
• Faculty and Specialists

• I n d i a n a p o l i s
• Largest metropolitan area

• E v a n s v i l l e
• Superfunds sites and border state 

influence



U A  i n  P u r d u e  E x t e n s i o n  
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• I n d i a n a p o l i s  2 0 1 6

• U A  C e r t i f i c a t e  P r o g r a m

• S t a t e w i d e  e f f o r t s

• C o o r d i n a t o r  2 0 1 9

• G a r y  U r b a n  F a r m e r  
I n i t i a t i v e  2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 2

• GUFI UA Cert Program

• V i r t u a l  C e r t i f i c a t e  
P r o g r a m  2 0 2 0

• U r b a n  F a r m e r  S i g n a t u r e  
P r o g r a m  2 0 2 1



U A  i n  P u r d u e  E x t e n s i o n — G U F I
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• O r i e n t a t i o n  t o  U r b a n  
A g r i c u l t u r e

• S i t e  A s s e s s m e n t  &  
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  S a f e t y

• U r b a n  S o i l  H e a l t h  
M a n a g e m e n t

• S o w i n g ,  T r a n s p l a n t i n g ,  &  
P r o p a g a t i o n

• I P M

• S e a s o n  E x t e n s i o n

• H a r v e s t i n g  a n d  F o o d  S a f e t y

• F a r m  F i n a n c e s

• M a r k e t i n g  &  S a l e s

• F a r m  E q u i p m e n t  
& M a i n t e n a n c e

Gary, IN Career Center
Photo credit: Janet Reed
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Northwest Indiana Veteran’s Village, Gary, IN
Photo credit: Purdue Extension

The Elephant Gardens, Indianapolis, IN
Theelephantgardensindy.com

U r b a n  F a r m e r s

Freight Farms, Indianapolis, IN
Photo: Nathan Shoaf



D y n a m i c s  o f  U A  Y o u t h  E n g a g e m e n t
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• H i s t o r i c a l l y  u n d e r s e r v e d

• C o m m u n i c a t i o n  a p p r o a c h e s

• B u i l d i n g  t r u s t

• C u l t u r a l  c o m p e t e n c y

• I n c l u s i v e  p r o g r a m  c o n t e n t

• C r o p  p r o d u c t i v i t y

• I P M

• S o i l s  &  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  

• F o o d  s a f e t y

• M a r k e t i n g
Gary, IN Garden & Farming Network Conference

Photo: Carmen McKee



U A  N e e d s  A s s e s s m e n t
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U A  N e e d s  A s s e s s m e n t  R e c r u i t m e n t  E f f o r t s
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• G r a n t  p r o j e c t s

• N e t w o r k i n g  a n d  t r a i n i n g  
e v e n t s

• P e r s o n a l  e m a i l  a n d  
p h o n e

• N e w s l e t t e r s

• F a r m e r  i n t e r e s t

Peace Garden ad Farm, Gary, IN
Photo credit: Lynda Bodie

Gary Urban Farmer Initiative, Gary, IN
Photo credit: Tamara Benjamin



U A  N e e d s  A s s e s s m e n t  P r o c e s s
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• M i x e d  m e t h o d s  a p p r o a c h  d a t a  
c o l l e c t i o n

• V i r t u a l  r o u n d t a b l e s

• O n e - o n - o n e  m e e t i n g s

• S e m i - s t r u c t u r e d  i n t e r v i e w s  

• O n l i n e  s u r v e y  i n s t r u m e n t

Gary, IN Virtual Round Table
Photo credit: Nathan Shoaf



U A  N e e d s  A s s e s s m e n t  P r e l i m i n a r y  R e s u l t s
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U A  N e e d s  A s s e s s m e n t  P r e l i m i n a r y  R e s u l t s
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N e x t  S t e p s
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• D i a l o g u e - b a s e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n

• C o - p r o d u c t i o n  w  f a r m e r s

• C r e a t e  n e w  p r o g r a m s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s

• R e v i s e  e x i s t i n g  p r o g r a m s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s

• S u p p o r t  f e m a l e  f a r m e r  n e t w o r k s

• C o n t i n u e  b u i l d i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  t r u s t  
w i t h  B I P O C  c o m m u n i t i e s

• C o n t i n u e  e x p a n d i n g  s t a t e w i d e  s u p p o r t

Danielle Guerin, Soul Food Project, Inc.., Indianapolis, IN
Photo credit: Charles Jischke



S u s t a i n a b l e  I N  U r b a n  F o o d  S y s t e m s
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• U r b a n  f a r m s  &  g a r d e n s

• Y o u t h  p r o g r a m s

• E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p

• W o r k f o r c e  t r a i n i n g

• P a r t n e r s h i p s  

• N e t w o r k i n g  

• E n h a n c i n g  c o m m u n i t y  
v a l u e

• N e e d s  a s s e s s m e n t s

• F a r m  t o u r s  a n d  s t o r y t e l l i n g

Aster Bekele, Felege Hiywot Center
Photo credit: Purdue Extension
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Questions/Comments?



N a t h a n  S h o a f

n l s h o a f @ p u r d u e . e d u

7 6 5 - 4 9 6 - 7 9 5 5


