
Partners	shared	informa-on		
and	solicited	feedback	through:	
•  Mee6ngs,	site	visits,	&	calls	
•  Workshops	&	pasture	walks	
•  Presenta6ons	&	publica6on		

of	graduate	research	

Data	collected	from	research	con6nues	to	inform	new	grazing	
partnerships	and	projects	around	the	state.		
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Watching	grass	grow:	Monitoring	the	processes	and	
partnerships	of	grazing	on	Wisconsin’s	public	lands	

Takeaways	
A	collabora6ve	project	structure	builds	
flexibility	into	agroecology	research.	Partners	
adjust	to	new	needs	and	interests	by	revisi6ng	
research	objec6ves	with	land	managers	and	
graziers.	
	
Research	monitoring	and	group	decision-
making	inform	new	grazing	ini6a6ves	to	work	
toward	mul6ple	outcomes	of	‘successful’	
grazing.	
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For	more	informa6on,	please	visit:	
hTps://grazingpubliclands.wisc.edu/	
	
	

Defining	grazing	outcomes:	“Success	is	a	vibrant	grassland	with	good	diversity	
and	low-cost	maintenance...	where	we	learn	something	from	the	grazing	
about	how	to	effec6vely	manage	the	landscape.”										-	Wisconsin	Wildlife	Biologist	

Background	
The	Wisconsin	Dept.	of	Natural	Resources	(DNR)	and	other	
agencies	are	partnering	with	livestock	graziers	to	help	manage	
undesirable	vegeta6on	and	achieve	wildlife	goals	on	public-
access	grasslands.	As	caTle	graze	public	lands	in	pilot	projects,	
researchers	are	inves6ga6ng	opportuni6es	and	challenges	of	
public-private	partnerships	in	conserva6on	agriculture.		
	
The	itera6ve	project	structure	includes	collabora6on	and	
learning	across	four	desired	outcomes	related	to	natural	
resource	management,	genera6ng	applied	research	projects	to	
meet	new	needs	and	interests	as	the	partnerships	evolve.	
		

CaTle	grazing	at	pilot	project	site,	2017	

Site	visits	with	grazing	specialists	and	land	managers;	monitoring	plant	
community	changes	at	grazing	sites,	2015-2017	

Public	pasture	walk	at	grazing	site,	2016	(DNR)	

Research	projects	expanded	from	
a	biophysical	focus	to	meet	the	
needs	of	grazing	specialists	and	
land	managers	across	four	
interrelated	outcomes.	
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Desired	Outcomes		
of	Grazing	Management	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Discussions	between	graziers,	
researchers,	and	land	managers	
at	mee6ngs	and	workshops	
iden6fied	key	challenges	and	
opportuni6es	of	grazing.	

Site	visits	and	mee-ngs	with	
partners	informed	the	
development	of	pilot	grazing	
projects	with	research	
monitoring.	 Livelihoods	

Processes	

Context	

Ecosystems	

	
Collabora-on	
&	Learning	

	 Adapted	from	Plummer	et	al.	2017;	
Waylen	&Blackstock	2017	
		

Posi6ve	changes	in	public	
percep6ons	of	grazing	and		
improved	rela6onships	with	
agricultural	communi6es	
	

Knowledge	gains	for	land	
management	and	par6cipatory	
research	on	rota6onal	grazing	
in	the	Upper	Midwest	
	

Profitable	livestock	produc6on	
for	Wisconsin	producers	and	
cost-effec6ve	land	management	
	

Reduc6on	of	woody	invasive	
species,	increased	biodiversity,	
and	improved	grassland	habitat	
	

Feedback	

	
Ac-vi-es	

	

Mixed	Methods	
Graduate	monitoring	of	grazing	on	public	lands	includes:	
•  Comparing	grazing	effects	on	plant	community	composi-on	and	

structure	in	combina6on	with	herbicide	and	mowing	
•  Statewide	survey	of	beef	producers	to	assess	interest	and	

economic	decision-making	for	public	land	grazing	contracts	
•  Wildlife	surveys	of	prairie	chickens,	grassland	songbirds,	and	

gamebirds	on	grazed	and	ungrazed	lands	in	central	Wisconsin	
•  Interviews	with	land	managers	and	graziers	to	define	outcomes	

of	successful	grazing	on	public	lands	
•  Characterizing	grassland	plant	communi6es	and	soils	in	

combina6on	with	remote	sensing	and	modeling	
•  Assessing	impacts	of	grazing	on	beneficial	mycorrhizal	fungi	

Experimental	design:	monitoring	grazing	with	
different	management	treatments,	2016.	


