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Attachment H: Farmer self assessment

Farmer Self Assessment regarding use of compost and com post tea on the farm
(produced with support from Western SARE grant # FW15-037)

Sustainable Agriculture
Research & Fducation

Farm Name and Address:

Farm Operator Name and contact info:

Date Assessment completed: Completed by:
Compost:
1. Do | plan to use compost in my farm operation? Yes No

If No, skip to Compost Tea section. If Yes, continue

2. How do | plan to use compost on my farm operation?

3. What are the outcomes | expect to see using compost?

4. |s my farm certified organic, or plan to be certified organic? _____Yes ~__No
5. What is the source of the compost | plan to use:
made on the farm. Following organic standards? ___ Yes No NA
_____purchased from off-farm. Approved for organic use? __ Yes No NA
_____ obtained free off-farm. Approved for organic use? Yes No NA

both farm made and purchased

6. If purchased/obtained off-farm, name, address and phone of supplier(s):
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- Does supplier have any credentials or documentation of compost quality? (i.e. member
of US Composting Council, organic certification, compost test results, etc)

Yes No

- Do | have copies of documents? Yes No
- How is compost transported to farm?

- Is transport vehicle/container inspected before loading for possible contamination?

Yes No

- Is compost covered during transportation? Yes No

7. Upon arrival to farm, is compost used immediately or stored on-farm?

used immediately stored and used later both

If stored, location and manner of storage:

Is stored compost covered: Yes No

If yes, manner and type of covering:

8. For stored compost, what is maximum length of time before compost is used either as
compost or for making compost tea?

Days Weeks Months

9. For on-farm produced compost:

Describe your compost making process, including inputs, timeframes, process and storage:

- Storage location of on-farm produced compost and manner of storage:
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- how do you add the compost to compost tea brewer?
- what implements do you use to transfer compost from storage area to brewer?
- are these implements sanitized prior to use?

- do you use a strainer in the brewer?
- what mesh size is the strainer
- what is the configuration of the strainer and location within the brewer?

- what quantity of water do you use?

- what quantity of compost do you use?

- what quantity of additives do you use?

- what is the sequence of steps you take during brewing to add the water, compost and any

additives?
- do you use additives during brewing?
- how is water added to the brewer?

15. Create Compost tea log and other records as necessary
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The following is a "pump curve" for the Blue Diamond brand ET Series aerating pumps for
ponds and septic systems.
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Column on the left shows air flow rate in CFM. Numbers at top show pressure in PSI. We use a

ET120 in our 40 gallon brewer and have no problem maintaining a high level of dissolved
oxygen.
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