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LSP Initiative Looking at Role of Short Season Corn & Small Grains in Cover Cropping

&RYHU�FURSV�DUH�D�ORJLFDO�SDUW�RI�WKH�
VROXWLRQ�WR�IRUDJH�QHHGV��GHSOHWHG�
VRLOV�� SURÀWDELOLW\� DQG� HQYLURQ�

PHQWDO�FRQFHUQV��EXW�VWDQGDUG�PDWXULQJ�FRUQ�
LV�DQ�LQGLVSXWDEOH�EDUULHU�WR�WKHLU�LQWHJUDWLRQ�
LQ�VRXWKHDVWHUQ�0LQQHVRWD��

&RXOG�DQ�HDUO\�PDWXULQJ�FRUQ�YDULHW\�DQG�
JUHDWHU�XVH�RI�VPDOO�JUDLQV�RIIHU�D�UHDOLVWLF�
\LHOG�and�RSHQ�XS�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�$XJXVW�6HS�
WHPEHU�ZLQGRZ� IRU� SODQWLQJ� FRYHU� FURSV"��
7KLV�LV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�VL[�FDVK�FURS�DQG�
OLYHVWRFN�IDUPHUV�LQ�VRXWKHDVWHUQ�0LQQHVRWD�
ZLOO�H[SORUH�LQ�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�SORWV�RYHU�WKH�

QH[W�WZR�\HDUV��/DQG�6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�VWDII�
DUH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�IDUPHUV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�ZKR�
ZDQW�WR�OHDUQ�ZKHWKHU�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�FDQ�PDNH�
PRGHVW�FKDQJHV�WR�WKHLU�FURSSLQJ�SDWWHUQV�WR�
VDIHJXDUG�DJDLQVW� VHYHUH�ZHDWKHU�DV�ZHOO� DV�
WR�UHGXFH�WKHLU�XVH�RI�FKHPLFDOV��VDYH�RQ�IHHG�
DQG�YHWHULQDU\�FRVWV��DQG�EXLOG�VRLO�LQ�WKH�QHDU�
DQG�ORQJ�WHUP��

7KH�UHVXOWV�RI�WKLV�LQLWLDWLYH�FRXOG�KDYH�D�
VLJQLÀFDQW�LPSDFW�LQ�WKLV�SDUW�RI�WKH�VWDWH³DO�
PRVW�KDOI�RI�FURSSHG�DFUHV�LQ����VRXWKHDVWHUQ�
0LQQHVRWD�FRXQWLHV�DUH�SODQWHG�WR�IDOO�KDUYHVW�
HG�FRUQ��7KH�LQFOXVLRQ�RI�HYHQ�D�VLQJOH�VSHFLHV�
RI�FRYHU�FURS�LQWR�D�URWDWLRQ�KDV�IDU�UHDFKLQJ�
XWLOLW\�LQ�SURWHFWLQJ�WKH�VRLO�EH\RQG�WKH�IRXU�

RU�VR�PRQWKV�RI�FRUQ�DQG�VR\EHDQ�JURZWK��
$QVZHULQJ�TXHVWLRQV�UHODWHG�WR�FRYHU�FURS�
WLPLQJ�FRXOG�KDYH�EHDULQJ� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�
8SSHU�0LGZHVW��ZKHUH�FRYHU�FURS�SODQWLQJ�
DQG�WKH�FDVK�JUDLQ�KDUYHVW�RIWHQ�FRQÁLFW��

5HVHDUFK� IXQGLQJ� LV� EHLQJ�SURYLGHG� LQ�
SDUW� E\� JUDQWV� IURP� WKH�86'$�6XVWDLQ�
DEOH�$JULFXOWXUH�5HVHDUFK� DQG�(GXFDWLRQ�
3DUWQHUVKLS� SURJUDP� DQG� WKH�0LQQHVRWD�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$JULFXOWXUH��

LSP organizer and southeastern Minne-

sota farmer Caroline van Schaik can be 

reached at 507-523-3366 or caroline@

landstewardshipproject.org.

7KH�UDWH�DW�ZKLFK�VRLO�DEVRUEV�ZDWHU�WHOOV�SDUW�RI�WKH�VWRU\�
RI�WKDW�VRLO·V�DELOLW\�WR�JURZ�SODQWV��7KLV�VSULQJ��/DQG�

6WHZDUGVKLS�3URMHFW�VWDIIHUV�MRLQHG�D�WHDP�RI�ÀHOG�PDQDJHUV��
D�IDUP�KRVW�DQG�VRLO�VFLHQWLVW�$OOHQ�:LOOLDPV��pictured on the�
right��RQ�FRUQÀHOGV�LQ�FHQWUDO�,RZD�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�PHDVXUH�
LQÀOWUDWLRQ�UDWHV�DQG�FRQGXFW�D�P\ULDG�RI�RWKHU�WHVWV�DVVRFLDWHG�
ZLWK�VRLO�KHDOWK��

7KLV�LV�SDUW�RI�D�WHDP�LQLWLDWLYH�/63�LV�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�WKDW�
ZLOO�WDNH�WKH�QH[W�WZR�\HDUV�WR�LOOXVWUDWH�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�WR�VRLO�
IHUWLOLW\�DQG�IDUP�ÀQDQFHV�ZKHQ�URZ�FURSV�DUH�LQWHJUDWHG�ZLWK�
FRYHU�FURSV�DQG�JUD]HG�OLYHVWRFN��$V�:LOOLDPV�VDLG��´:H�NQRZ�
WKH�UHVXOWV³OHW·V�VHH�KRZ�LW�ZRUNV�LQ�UHDO�WLPH�ZLWK�SHRSOH�WU\�
LQJ�WR�PDNH�WKHLU�OLYLQJ�KHUH�µ�/63�VWDII�DUH�PDQDJLQJ�WZR�RI�WKH�
HLJKW�IDUP�UHVHDUFK�VLWHV�LQ�,RZD�DQG�0LQQHVRWD��2WKHU�SDUWQHUV�
LQFOXGH�WKH�6XVWDLQDEOH�)DUPLQJ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�0LQQHVRWD��3UDF�
WLFDO�)DUPHUV�RI�,RZD��/D�&URVVH�6HHG�&R���*UHHQ�&RYHU�6HHG�
DQG�:LQURFN�,QWHUQDWLRQDO��(Photo by Caroline van Schaik)

,QÀOWUDWLQJ�6RLO�+HDOWK

Give it a Listen
,Q�HSLVRGH�����RI�/63·V�Ear to the Ground�
SRGFDVW��'DYH�/HJYROG� GLVFXVVHV� KLV�ZRUN�
ZLWK� 6W��2ODI� VWXGHQWV� UHVHDUFKLQJ� WKH� LP�
SDFWV�RI�KLV�FURSSLQJ�V\VWHP�RQ�VRLO�KHDOWK��
ZZZ�ODQGVWHZDUGVKLSSURMHFW�RUJ�SRVWV�
SRGFDVW������

SURGXFH�KLJKHU�\LHOGLQJ�FDVK�FURSV��

A Greenhorn Perspective
$�ELRORJ\�SURJUDP�DW�D�OLEHUDO�DUWV�FRO�

OHJH�OLNH�6W��2ODI�ZRXOG�QRUPDOO\�EH�NQRZQ�
PRUH�IRU�WHDFKLQJ�VWXGHQWV�DERXW�WKH�EHQHÀWV�
RI�QDWXUH�SUHVHUYHV�WKDQ�GRLQJ�SUDFWLFDO�
UHVHDUFK�RQ�FURSSLQJ�V\VWHPV��6H\EROG��
IRU�H[DPSOH��ÀUVW�WKRXJKW�VKH�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�
VWXG\�SUDLULH�DQG�IRUHVW�V\VWHPV��DQG�KHU�
LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�IDUPLQJ�ZDV�WKH�FROOHJH·V�
VPDOO�RUJDQLF�JDUGHQ��

´,�GLGQ·W�ORRN�DW�DJULFXOWXUDO�ÀHOGV�DV�
HFRV\VWHPV�DW�DOO�µ�VKH�UHFDOOV��+HU�SURIHVVRU�
ZDV�SUHWW\�PXFK�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ERDW��6KHD�ZDV�
WUDLQHG�DV�D�SODQW�HFRORJLVW�DQG�KHU�SUHYLRXV�
UHVHDUFK�KDG�IRFXVHG�RQ�WUHHV�

´$JULFXOWXUH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�,·YH�KDG�WR�
OHDUQ�DERXW�µ�VD\V�6KHD��´,W·V�D�ZRQGHUIXO�
FRQYHUJHQFH�RI�LQWHUHVWV��$�ORW�RI�VWXGHQWV�
KDYH�EHHQ�LQWHUHVWHG�UHFHQWO\�LQ�IRRG�LVVXHV��

DQG�WKHQ�WKH�FROOHJH�LV�IRUWXQDWH�WR�KDYH�WKH�
ODQG�DQG�D�IDUPHU�ZKR�LV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�ÀQG�
LQJ�RXW�PRUH�DERXW�ZKDW·V�EHVW�IRU�WKH�VRLO�µ

/HJYROG��D�OLIHORQJ�DJULFXOWXUDOLVW��VHHV�
WKH�6W��2ODI�UHVHDUFKHUV·�ODFN�RI�IDUP�EDFN�
JURXQG�DV�D�SOXV³WKH\�DUH�DEOH�WR�FRPH�DW�
WKH�LVVXH�RI�KRZ�WR�EDODQFH�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
VXVWDLQDELOLW\�DQG�HFRQRPLF�SURÀWDELOLW\�
ZLWK�D�IUHVK�SHUVSHFWLYH�

´7KH\·UH�QRW�DSSURDFKLQJ�LW�IURP�WKH�
VWDQGSRLQW�RI��¶0\�GDG�VDLG�LI�\RX�SXW�RQ�D�
OLWWOH�PRUH�IHUWLOL]HU��LW·V�JRLQJ�WR�JHW�EHWWHU�·�
7KDW·V�QRW�LQ�.DWH·V�KHDG�µ�WKH�IDUPHU�VD\V�

´,W·V�QRW�µ�VD\V�6H\EROG��ODXJKLQJ��
7KDW�LQWHUDFWLRQ�VKRZFDVHV�DQRWKHU�UHVXOW�

RI�WKLV�IDUPHU�FROOHJH�FROODERUDWLRQ��,W·V�
SURGXFLQJ�VFLHQWLVWV�ZKR�DUH�QRW�RQO\�DEOH�WR�
WDFNOH�WKH�WRXJK�LVVXH�RI�EDODQFLQJ�SURGXF�
WLRQ�DJULFXOWXUH�DQG�D�KHDOWK\�HQYLURQPHQW��
EXW�FDQ�UHODWH�RQ�D�SHUVRQDO�OHYHO�ZLWK�WKH�
SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�EHVW�SRVLWLRQ�WR�PDNH�SUDFWLFDO�
XVH�RI�UHVHDUFK�LQQRYDWLRQV��IDUPHUV���

6H\EROG��IRU�KHU�SDUW��ZRXOG�HYHQWX�
DOO\�OLNH�WR�JR�RQ�WR�JUDGXDWH�VFKRRO�DQG�

VWXG\�DJURHFRORJ\�RU�FURS�VFLHQFH��DQG�KHU�
UHVHDUFK�KDV�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�UHFRJQL]HG�E\�WKH�
0LQQHVRWD�$FDGHP\�RI�6FLHQFH��7KDW·V�D�
QLFH�FDSVWRQH�WR�KHU�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�FDUHHU��
EXW�VKH�VD\V�KHU�UHDO�SDVVLRQ�LV�WR�ZRUN�
GLUHFWO\�ZLWK�IDUPHUV��

´%HIRUH�,�VWDUWHG�WKLV�UHVHDUFK��,�NLQG�RI�
ORRNHG�DW�FRUQ�SURGXFWLRQ�DQG�LQGXVWULDO�
DJULFXOWXUH�DV�WKH�GHPLVH�RI�VRFLHW\�µ�VKH�
VD\V��´%XW�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�KXPDQL]HG�LW�DQG�,�
XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�FRPSOH[LW\�RI�WKH�IRUFHV�WKDW�
LPSDFW�DJULFXOWXUH�PRUH�WKDQ�HYHU��$QG�,·P�
D�SHRSOH�SHUVRQ��VR�,�WKLQN�DJULFXOWXUH�LV�D�
JRRG�ÀW�IRU�PH�EHFDXVH�\RX�FDQ·W�GR�DJULFXO�
WXUH�ZLWKRXW�SHRSOH�µ�S

…Lab, from page 26

By Caroline van Schaik
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